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' FOREIGN ARTICLES. 
British AMERICA. Amongst the despatches 


from the home government, recently laid before the 


} legislature of Canada, is one from. lord John Rus- 
- sell, expressing in the following emphatic language, 
the determination of England to maintain her au- 
“ thority over her possessions on this continent. “In 
any measures,” lord John Russell says, “that may 


be adopted it must be taken for granted that her 


majesty persists in. the determination to maintain at 
all hazards her royal-authority in Canada. Neither 
the honor of her majesty’s crown, nor the support 
due to her loyal subjects in British North America, 
_ nor the provident care of the empire at large, would 
permit any deviation from this fixed principle of 


6 AS Geb. OA: 


' British policy. 


«At the same time her majesty’s advisers are not 
insensible to the difficulties imposed upon them in 
carrying into execution the: purposes of the crown. 
A province bordered by an open frontier of more 
than a thousand miles—approached with ease at all 
times by the citizens of a neighboring and power- 
ful state, separated from England not only by the 


ee 


ee Tn ee eee 


~ ocean, but by the rigors of climate and season, 


must be maintained by a judicious preparation for 
defence in time of peace, and a rigorous exertion of 
the resources of the empire in time of war, or not at 
all. To trifle with the fortunes of men whose lives 
and — are freely devoted to the service of 
_ England, or to encourage foreign aggression: by 
neglect or apathy would be far worse than the 
spontaneous surrender of these important. posses- 
sions of the crown. The Canadians might, In-such 
_ acase, incur no risk; no blood need be shed; and 
the treasures of the empire might be spared. The 
other course would be cruel to a brave people, and 
unbecoming the character of the country. 
“But as I have already said we have no alterna- 
live, we have only to consider the means of binding 
_ Canada more firmly to this country, of developing 
her resources, of strengthening her British popula- 
_ tion, of defending her territory, and of supporting 
and encoaraging the loyal spirit of her people.” 
ENGLISH IN CHINA. 

The foreign news by the Columbia, published in 
Saturday’s American, was calculated to arrest at- 
tention by the unexpected suddenness of its arrival, 
as well as by reason of its great importance. The 
British are in possession of Ganton! How strangely 
it sounds—how incredibly would such an event have 
appeared if it had been predicted five years ago! 

With every successive collision between the Chi- 
hese and their invaders, the imbicility of the former 
appears more and more manifest. The conquest 
of Mexico and Peru ‘by the Spaniards under Cortes 
and Pizzarro, affords the only parallel to the warfare 
how urged in the celestial empire. How far the 
Supremacy of Great Britain may be established 
over that country would seem to depend entirely 
on the extent of the views of policy that may direct 
ler movements, if Canton could be taken without the 
oss of a single man, there is not much reason to ap- 
Prehend effectual resistance to any enterprise which 
the invading forces may see proper to undertake, 

When lord Clive carried the British standard from 
Victory to victory in Hindostan, at the first conquest 
ol that region, the spirit of plunder, once quickened 
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’ rd the sight of vast treasures lying at the feet of 
/) ."© Conquerors, gave a powerful impulse to the 
> Progress of the invaders. If this same spirit should 


hs aroused by the sack of Canton, who can venture 
° guess where its ravages will be stopped in an 








> ¢Mpire where the accumulated wealth of centuries 
; 18 deposited? 


The amount of precious metals in 


China—particularly silver—must be immense. For 


tended to bring coin into the country and to 


© thes : - 
a system of commerce long since established there, 


> Prevent its exportation. 
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lously closed against the entrance of a stranger. 
The curiosity of the civilized world is aroused to 
know what sights—what objects—will be there pre- 
sented to the gaze of armed intruders. 

Nor is-'there less of interest in considering that this 
successful invasion of a vast empire has been made 
by a nation inhabiting a remote little island in the 
western extremity of Europe—a spot insignificant 
in itself, yet rendered by the power of intellect one 
of the chief focal points of this world’s doings.— 
What must be the -inherent greatness of that race 
which, from a mere foothold as a starting place, has 
diffused its spirit and extended its power to the ex- 
tremety of the earth—conquering the wilderness of 
nature in one hemisphere, and overthrowing em- 
pires inthe other! Such results, if they teach no- 
thing else, will at least show that in the mind of 
man dwell the true elements of human power—that 
ideas and principles are real things, whereunto the 
outward paraphernalia of state and circumstance are 
subservient—were instraments, having no efficacy 
in themselves, [ Balt. Amer. 


NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 
APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT, by and 
with the advice and consent of the senate. 
Alexander P. Field, secretary for the territory of 
Wiskonsan. 
Isaac Otis, to be Unitad States marshal, for the 
eastern district of Pennsylvania. 

OFFICERS OF THE custToms— Collectors. 
Leonard Denison, Sackett’s harbor, New York. 
William J. Grayson, Charleston, S. C. 

Surveyors. 
Perry Smith, Hartford, Connecticut. 
Lonsor Nash, Gloticester, Mass. 
Ellivtt R. Hopkins, St. Louis, Mo. 
John T. Collis, New Haven, Connecticut. 

LAND orFriceRs—Registers. 

James Woodson Bates, Johnson C. H. Ark. 
Nathaniel Pendleton Taylor, St. Louis, Mo. 
Ira Porter, lonia, Michigan. 

Receivers. 
Alfred Henderson, Johnson C. H. Ark. 
Cyrus Lovell, Ionia, Mich. 
James P. Harrison, Natchitoches, La. 








MINIsTER TO Brazit. Letters from Washing- 
ton intimate that it is the intention of the govern- 
ment to send a full minister to Brazil, in place of 
Mr. Hunter, our charge d’affaires. It is stated as 
a reason for the appointment of a minister, that the 
present is a peculiarly appropriate time for extend- 
ing our relations with Brazil, as our treaty with her 
expires in 1842. 

The treaty between Brazil and England expires 
in 1844, and the foriner government is not disposed 
to renew it,—for very good reasons too; for while 
the treaty admits English manufactures into Brazil 
at a. duty of fifteen per cent. it makes no provision ’ 
forthe adinission of Brazillian productions into Eng- 
land, other than the duty shall be no higher than 
on similar productions from other countries. Under 
thistreaty British manufactures to the value of 
about $25,000,000, are annually imported into Bra- 
zil, while the chief staples of Brazil, except cotton, 
are virtually prohibited in England. There is a 
strong disposition in Brazil to encourage their own 
manufactares, by discriminating and retaliatory da- 
ties, and England must submit to other and more 
equal terms in the renewal of the treaty. 

[ Newburyport Mercury. 

[ We see that the secretary of state asks for an 

appropriation for a full minister to Brazil.] 





THE FISCAL BANK BILL, which we annvunced 
the pasesge of in the last Register, was placed in 
the hands of the president on Friday the 6th inst.— 
since which the most intense anxiety has been 
evinced to ascertain whether it would be signed or 
vetoed. Up to the hour at which this number goes 
to press, nothing has been ascertained. 





PROTECTIVE DUTIES. It is admitted by politi- 
cians.on all sides that one of the first duties of a 
good government is to ‘provide for the national de- 


- : meee smendbemnemeaniamemmmeatinans Sys ' mene SS —_—_—— 
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” British AMERICA : 369, 370 | whose walls for ages and centuries have been jea- | batteries, and soon. The recent passage of the 


home squadron bill gave great and general satisfac- 
tion. $. PST 

In case of a war with a ey power—an event 
which is always to be looked forward to as. possi- 
ble—such preparations as we have spoken of will 
have their use. But there are other means of na- 
tional defence no less useful; and with the further 
advantage of being highly promotive of public pros- 
perity in time of peace. We may illustrate what 
we here have referred to by the following remarks 
of the London Quarterly respecting. the real ob- 
jects of the British protective policy: ‘The safety 
of this country” says the Review, “depends on its 
navy; and a navy is not merely a collection of well 
fabricated machines—which may be erected at any 
time, and to any extent, by almost any nation able 
and willing to undertake the necessary expense. 
The reat essential strength of a navy is that which 
never can be created pro re nata, by any expense or 
any efforts—and ainple and constant supply of hardy 
and skilful seamen. Anarmy may be created ina 
comparatively short period out of any population, 
and out of the least instructed part of any popula- 
tiou; but seamen can only be made by early -prac- 
tice and long experience of the sea; and these 
again can only be supplied by maritime commerce. 
This was the policy and basisof our aavigation laws; 
and this is the true, or at least the greatest value of 
our colonial possessions; this accidental and excep- 
tional necessity which distinguishes the insular em- 
pire of Britain from all other states, creates and im- 
poses on us an exceptional line of policy—to which 
the situation of other countries affords no analogy, 
and the general theories of economists have no-ap- 
| plication.” 

The Review goes on to show the special applica- 
tion of its remarks by an example—thus: “If fo- 
reign ships could bring us sugar at 1d.a pound, 
while, if conveyed by the better and therefore more 
expensive system of Eaglish navigation, it were 
to cost 2d. the additional penny would not be a 
mere tax upon sugar, but part of the price paid for 
the education, the maintenance and increase of a supe- 
rior class of native seamen—without whom in day 
of danger it would little avail us that we had during 
a long peace obtained sugar at ld. a pound.” 

It is not a mere ‘‘accidental or exceplional neces- 
sitv”? which renders the policy of Great Britain in 
this particular proper and judicious. The same 
necessity applies to any commercial nation that 
must mainiain an efficient navy. But this refers 
more especially to discriminating tonnage duties on 
vessels. 

The same course of reasoning, however, comes 
with equal force to support that system of protec- 
tive duties which looks to the fostering of domestic 
interests, when those interests are necessary fo the 
nation’s defence in time of war. Thus with regard 
to iron and coal—both of which articles are essen- 
tialin the construction and use of steamers, to say 
nothing of other applications—there ought to be an 
entire self-dependence.on native resources. Why 
should we look to Wales and Sweden for supplies 
of iron, or to Pictou for coal, when both may be had 
in the mountains of Pennsylvania and Virginia? It 
is not only that we pay annually large sums abroad 
for iron and iron manufactures which could be had 
at home—the worst of it is that we are withdraw- 
ing from our own domestic establishments that en- 
couragement, which, if extended, would build 
them up securely, and enable them in time of emer- 
gency to strengthen the arm of the government 
with the most potent sinews of war. Skill and 
dexterity in all sorts of handicraft ate the results 
of much practice; they are not to be had at a mo- 
ment’s warning. Nor are the means of large sup- 
plies, when unexpectedly wanted, to be furnished 
forthwith. ‘There. must be large investments pre- 
viously; and these will be made only when the po- 
licy of the government is favorable and to be de- 
pended apon. 

Protection, such as we refer to, is judicious only 
when there is a substantial basis for the interest 
protected. When nature has granted this, human 
care and foresight are invited by the very fact.— 
The abundant resources of this country in the two 
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known.. Surely it is not wise that these should be 
suffered to lie dormant in the bowels of the earth, 
when by, the policy of government they might be 
brought forth, to SS prod to industry, to in- 
crease the store o 

strength to the arm of public defence. 

a RES [ Balt. Amer. 

“ WEIGHTS AND MEASURES? A’ ‘from the 
superintendent of standard. weights, and measures 
has been communicated to congress by the secreta- 


ry of the. treasury, announcing the completion of). 


the final, series, (the ounce weights). We perceive 
by it that it is deemed i tant that the governors 
of the several states be invited to send 


standards! may be. forwarded, in order to reach their 
aimof public utility... There might then also. be 


forwarded, at the same time, the yards, and some 


of the sets of the large weights, which remain still 


in the vaults of the treasury department, uncalled. 


for, to: ‘them into that actual use which, at the 
time of their beginning, seemed so much desired. 
Mr. Hassler states tbat with the present delivery, 
the task of the construction of standards of the 
weighis for the states, as. well. as for the custom 
houses, is completely absolved. The sets.of ounce 
weight for the states, begin with the ten, ounce 
weight, and. go down, -decimally subdivided, to the 
one-ten-thousandths of the ounce. A number of 
standard yards sufficient for all the states, and for 
some of the custoin houses, were completed last 
year. [ Madisonian. 





FortiFications. The fortification bill, as it 
passed the house, inade the following appropria- 


tions: : 

For the forts in Boston harbor _. . $180,000 
New Bedford . . ’ . . 5,000 
Newportt:R.I, 0. 1.) wee = 45,000 
New London, Ct. . ‘ , ‘ 45,000 
Fort Niagara ‘ : ‘ ‘ - 20,000 
Fort Ontario, Oswego. . 15,000 
Forts near-New York . ‘ 139,000 
Fort Delaware . 4 ‘ ‘ ‘ 50,000 
Forts at Annapolis, Md. . ‘ 5,000 
Fort. Washington , , : , 35,000 
Fort Monroe, Old Point ‘ 115,000 
Forts Caswell‘and Johnson, &c. : 5,000 
Forts near Charleston, 8. C. &c. . > 45,000 
Fort. Pulaski,Savannah . , ° 35,000 
Fort Marion, &c. St. Augustine . . 25,000 
Forts at Pensacola .. ‘ 65,000 





Fort Morgan, Mobile . . ‘ , : 40,000 
Fort Livingston, Barataria Bay . 30,000 
Forts near.New Orleans ‘ . 50,000 
Contingencies for fortifications . 15,000 
Incidental expenses furthesame . . 55,000 

For fortifications $1,019,000 


For current expenses of ordnance ser- 
vice : $25,000 
Purchase of ordnance and ord- 


nanee stores 75,000 
Armament of fortifications 100,000 
Purchase of saltpetre and 

brimstome 20,000 


———— $220,000 00 
For preventing and repressing Indian 


hostilities under various heads 833,137 86 





Making a tolal appropriated by this 
bill, as it passed the house, of $2,022,637 86 
It has since passed the senate, with some amend- 
ments,.one of which appropriates $100,000 for arm- 
ed steamers on Lake Erie; another $75,000 for an 


.armory in the west; aud another, $50,000 for bar- 


racks and defensive works at Detroit. 
_ At present the British have two armed steamers 
on Lake Erie and.we none. 





INDIAN waR. A battle recently took place near 
Council Blufis, between the Pottawattamies and 
Sioux Indians, in which five Sioux, ¢the whole par- 
ty), were killed, and three Pottawattamies killed 
and one wounded. The party of Pottawattamies 
was about 25 in number. 

. After this, a party of about 30 Pottawattamies 

went out in search of Sioux, and as nothing had 
been heard from them at Council Bluffs, it was 
thought that the Pattawattamies had been entirely 
cut off or captured. 





Tue British MOveMENTS. The St. Johns 
Courier of July 3ist, learns trom Mr. Perley, who 
has just returved from Temiscovata, that while he 
was there, captain Nelson, of the. royal engineers, 
arrived there express {rom Quebec, with instruc- 
tions to put*the various frontier posts, now: held by 
detachinents of the 56th regiment in an efficient 
state of defence without delay. Musket-proof de- 


national production, and to add 


irections | 
to the treasury. rtment to. whom.and how these 


feriders around the barracks at Temiscouata were 
forthwith commenced, and captain Nelson then 
proceeded to the Degele and the Little Falls at the 
mouth of the Madawaska river, where a new and 
Hie strong block house is now in course of erec- 
‘tion. -  & ore 
‘Captain Nelson remain at the Little Falls to su- 
perintend the completion of the ‘block house, and 
despatehedlieutenant-Norton of the 56th, [as act- 
ing. officer of engineers], and:-Mr,,Tennant, of :the| 


commissariat, to the Grand Falls, for the purpose}. 
of removing all.the guns and stores placed thereto}: Glorious news from Florida! 
the block,house, and also to bring up ‘the artillery-} Sand in—close of the Florida war. By the U, g 


Ly 


mén stationed there to the same place,. Mr. Perley 
left the Grand Falls last Saturday, wher the packing 
of the stores had commenced, and it was understood | 
that the whole would move upwards on Wednesday 


¥ 


South America, under the forms of the infants a 
cules and Ighiclus, the latter shrinking in dread, 
whilst the former struggles successfully with the 
obstacles and dangers of an incipient pdlitical ay 
tence. The motto for this bas-relief is, In.;.. 
posse puer cut non risere parentes. In this stati 
Greenough has achieved a glorious work and on, 
‘that ‘cannot fail to reach its destination—name| 

the distant posterity to-which it is addressed, “4 

THE ARMY. 
Coacoochee’s whole 


steamer gen. Taylor, capt. Peck, artived’at Savap. 


/bab, August 7,.we have the gratifying intelligence 


from Florida, that the war for the ninety-nint; 
time, may now be considered .as at anend. Wij 


last in flat boats which were getting ready. .Itwas{Cat’s whole band, men, women, children and pe. 


were made in consequence of an apprehension that 
some difficulty. might arise. between Mr. Fox. and 
the American government, in consequence of the 
apparent determination to place Mr. McLeod upon 
his trial for murder, and it was therefore deemed 
/prudent to put these posts ina state of defence, in. 
order'to prevent the possibility of the communication 
by land between. this province and Canada being 
suddenly cut off. . | 
The detachment of the 56th, at the Little Falls, 
is under the command of lieut. J. Smith; the post at 
the Degele is held by capt. Walmsey and-his com- 
any, and the post at Leiniseonnta, is commanded 
y captain Obarlewood. 
Great Britain is thus going ahead very fast with 
its encroachments in Maine. Will the American 
government note its progress? 





STATUE OF WASHINGTON. Greenough’s statue 
of Washington has arrived at Washington from Italy. 
It is said that the doorway of the capital is not.large 
enough to admit it to its destined position in the ro- 
tunda. A foreign journal thus speaks of the per- 
former—*‘Truly may it be said, ‘blessed are they 
who do not expect;’ for.where I expected to be dis- 
appointed I was more than delighted. I had heard 
much, so much, of Greenough’s colossal statue of 
Washington, that I thought it utterly impossible 
that it coald produce an effect upon me,propor- 
tionate to the praises I had heard bestowed upon it, 
especially as I remembered the almost digust with 
which I had looked at Throwaldsen’s_ modern sta- 
tue—that is, modernly dressed statue of lord Byron, 
and to say the least of it, Washington, particularly 
when magnified, was a more unpoetical, therefore a 
more difficult subject.. But the manner in which 
Greenough has executed his almost impossible task 
is only another proof that genius can infuse. a’ma- 
gic into the commonest and. most commonplace 
things, just as aman was a mass of inanimate clay 
‘of the earth, earthy,’ till God breathed immortality 
into him, and so formed him after his own image. 

Nothing can: be more human, and at the same 
time more godlike, than his colossal statue of Wash- 
ington. It is asort of domestic jupiter—the sub- 
lime repose and simplicity of the whole figure, unit- 
ed, as it is, with exceeding energy of. expression, 
is perfectly classical, without the slightest abstract 
imitation, for the artist seems to have embodied Se- 
naca’s admirable advice as to style—similem esse te 
volo, quomodo filium, non quomodo imaginem, as there 
is no mistaking the pure lineage of this statue.— 
Being intended to fill the central position in the ca- 
pitol of the United States, he has addressed his sta- 
tue of Washington to a distant posterity, and made 
it rather a poetical abstract of his whole career, than 
the chronicler of any deed, or any leading feature of 
his life. He is, therefore, seated as first magistrate, 
and extends with his left hand asword, the emblem 
of his military command, towards the people; as the 
sovereign, he pcints heavenward with his right 
hand; by this double gesture is conveyed the idea 
of an entire abrogation of self, and making the pa- 
triot a conductor, as it were, between Gow! and man, 

The chair in which he is. seated, being too large 
to be left mute, tells-also its history. The su- 
perior part is richly ornamented with acanthus, and 
garlands of flowers, while the base is solid, simple 
and massive, which plainly indicates that high cul- 
tivation is the proper result of sound government, 
and that nations, when planted and well tilled, 
must flourish as well as grow, By the figure of 
the Columbus, which leans against the back of 
the. chair on. the left side, is connected the. his- 
tory of America with that of Europe, while that 
of the Indian chief on the right. is embiematic of 
the state America was. in when civilization first 
dawned upon it. The bas-relief on the right side of 
the chair, which. was the first crest of American 
arms, is. the rising san under which is inscribed, 
Magnes ab integio saclorum nascilur ordo. The re- 





said, (says the, Courier) that, these arrangements | groes, 160 in all have come in at Tampa, and 49 


more Indians of another band were on their way 
and were expected at Tampa in two days. A gep. 
tleman who came on in the gen. Taylor, says that 
he does not think another rifle will be fired by the 
enemy. +... 

When Coacoochee’s family came in, col. Worth 
told him that he might go on shore from the schoo. 
ner where he is confined and see them. . He refus. 
ed to go, saying that though he was anxions to see 
his family, he would not permit them to see him ip 
irons. The colonel finally consented to let him go 
on shore without his shackles, and aftera warp 
greeting with his family, he dined with the colo. 
nel, and then returned on board the schooner. As 
soon as his irons were replaced, he told col. Worth 
that he had but one request more to make, and that 
was, toallow him and his people to go west a 
soon. as possible!. 

We understand that col. Worth on taking com. 

mand in Florida, set the first day of January, 1842, 
as the time of closing this war. From his admin. 
ble management and indomitable perseverance, se. 
conded by the gallant officers and troops now in the 
field, there is every prospect that he will redeem 
bis pisdge. Should he succeed, he will have the 
honor of accomplishing. what older and more expe- 
rienced commanders have failed to perform. 
_' During the war many of the officers of our gil- 
lant little army have distinguished themselves, and 
more of them would have done so, had opportuni- 
ties been presented. It had been a field in which 
there has been plenty of hard service and but little 
glory to be obtained. Every thing however, that 
could ye done, has been done, and we are glad once 
more to see a prospect of speedily subduing the 
enemy. 

The first regiment of infantry now in Florida 
have been ordered to Fort Crawford, Prairie du 
Chien; Upper Mississippi. They are to leave im- 
mediately. . 

The steamer Charles Downing, capt. Dent, arriv- 
ed on Thursday from St. Augustine. We are in- 
debted to our correspondent of the News oflice, [or 
the following intelligence: 

St. Augustine, Augusi 3, 184]. 

The steamer Wm. Gaston, capt. Somers, arrived 
this afternoon from southern posts. The large scout 
started from Key Biscayne and Fort Dallas, from 
the Everglades, on the evening of Friday, the 3vth 
ult. consisting of six companies artillery, under the 
command of captain Burke, and a number of sailors 
and marines under the command of captain Rogers 
and lieutenant Sloan, of the navy—amouating in all 
to'about 400 men and 50 canoes, with which they 
anticipate accomplishing much towards the close o! 
this protracted war. We heartily wish thei succes, 
and, look forward with no ordinary anxiety for the 
accomplishment of much good. 

We are sorry to learn, that that gallant office’, 
major Childs, who was to have commanded the ex 
pedition was left sick at Fort Dallas. The post 
south, are generally very healthy, with the excep 
tion of a few cases of slight fever owing to the ex 
posure of the men to the sun. 

Major Childs has issued an order for the remov! 
of all the stores and store houses, from Key Bi 
cayne to Fort Dallas, and will break up that po* 
(the Key) entirely. 

The accounts from Key West are of the most de 
plorable nature. The yellow fever is said to be ras 
ing at that place, and very fatal; a large numb! 
have already fallen victims to it. One of the unfor 
tunate victims is Mr. Landon C. Henry. 

The fever has been still worse at Havana, and 
learn that there are nine American ships now lyiM% 
in that port without a soul on board, all having 4!¢ 
of the prevailing fever. 


dians coming. in very rapidly. [ Republican. 
The season has been exceeding unhealthy 


Middle Florida. <A letter dated Tallahasse, 
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ist. | 97, says, “Our country has been and still is ina 
~ | dreadiuk situation from sickness. You can’t ima- 
wey | gine our distress. Some of the planters will lose 
— their crops from. the sickness of their hands, One 
a of my nephews working 30 hands; has not one at 
+] rk.” / 
a ‘ w Removal of the United States troops. The Buffalo 
y, Commercial of Saturday last, says: «‘There was a. 
F brilliant review at the barracks this morning, and, | 
at the close, the several companies marched through 
hole some of our principal streets, making a fine ani sol- 
8 dierlike display: We understand the regiment will 
ran. fee leave some time next week for the seaboard... Its 
nee head quarters. will be at Fort Columbus, in New 
inth York bay, but several companies will be detailed 
Vita to garrison the various posts from Fortress Monroe, 
‘he ju Virginia, to Newport, R. 1.” 
| 40 eR * 
vay af THE NAVY. 
zen. The United States ship of the line Delaware, com. 
that Morris, 74 guns, now lying in Annapolis roads, 
the ge ready for sea, has a full crew of fiue looking fel- 
jows, and is in stylish order in every respeet.— 
orth [ge President Tyler, several of the heads of depart- 
hoo- wents—and a number of the members of each house 
fyg. ae of congress are to leave Washington in the seven 
) Bee o'clock cars for Annapolis this morning, 14th inst. 
nin E24 Visit to the ship. 
0 The Delaware, we understand, is destined for the 
arm (ge brazillian station. ; 
‘olo- Steamboats crowed with persons curious to ex- 
ihe amine so novel and imposing a sight, arrive every 
‘orth hour from Baltimore, Annapolis, &c. and have been 
that pe cordially received by the polite officers on 
ard. 
ne Little short of a thousand visiters were on board at 
“om: ate we enjoyed the novel scene on Thursday 
ast. 
my United States frigate Brandywine, from N. York 











for the Mediterranean, was spoken 16th ult. lat 43 
52, lon. 30 40. 

At Rio Janeiro, July Ist, were the following ves- 
sels: United States frigate Potomac, captain Storer; 
sloops of war Concord, commander Boardmwnon, and 
Decatur, commander Ogden; and schooner Enter- 
prise, lieutenant Goldsborough. 


>, Se 
n the 
deem 
> the 
Xpe- 
























r gal- 
: sh The French frigate Armide, admiral Arnaus, came 
tuni- (0 auchor in Hampton roads on the 9th instant from, 
vbich Point Petre, (Gaud.) Two French brigs-of- war 
little 4" expected from the same place. 
that British armed steamers. The Buffalo Commercial 
‘once Mates that both the armed steamships are now at 
» the Meculppewa, ready for service. On Thursday last, 
. the Toronto passed down the Niagara river, and the 
‘orida Meinos, with the sanguinary symbol of St. George 
ie du Meeying at the main gatt, on the day following. 
— DEBATE ON THE BANK BILL. 
aeriv- IN UNITED STATES SENATE, JULY I, 1841. 
re ine (Ut. Rives moved to strike out a part of the 16th 
1, fot irlicle of the 11th section of the bill, and to insert 
he following: 
41. “That the said corporation shall establish a com- 
rived Pent Office of discount and deposite in any state, 
scout Mae) the assent of the legislature of such state, when- 
from Wee’ the directors may think fit so to do; and when 
» 30th stablished, the office shall not be withdrawn with- 
er the bul the assent of congress; and the said corporation 
sailors ball have power to commit the management of the 
vogers fame’ Ollices and the business thereof, respectively, 
inal Mae’ Such persons, and under such regulations, as they 
they uall deem proper, not being contrary to law or the 
lose of onstitution of the bank; or, instead of establishing 
cc ess, me offices, it shall be lawful for the directors of 
ror the ¢ said corporation from tiie to time to employ any 
dividual agent, or any other bank or banks, to be 
sfficer, Pproved by the secretary of the treasury, at any 
he ex: Man °° OF places that they may deem safe and proper, 
» post : Mahage and transact the business proposed as 
>xcep i oresaud, other than for the purposes of discount, 
he ex: Mt’ to perform the duties hereinafter required of 
id corporation, to be managed-and transacted by 
>» movil ch officers, under such agreements and subject 
y_ Bis 8 oe regulations as they shal! deem just and pro- 
ost i, 
at Pp The amendment being read, Mr. Rives remarked 
ost de- fe"! the senate would perceive it was in the precise 
pe rag: MCS Of the project submitted to the senate some 
umber fe 2° Since by the secretary of the treasury. It re- 
unfor Mee the assent of the legislatures of the states to 
* establishment of branches of offices of discount 
and we “ deposite within their respective limits. ‘This 
y lying -"C'ple had been pretermitted in the bill reported 
ng die y the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray), which 
‘ Pressly empowers the directors of the corporation 
Bay 1 tablish offices of discount and deposite wherever 
hie An af think fit, without regard to the consent of the 
ican: *s. The object of the amendment is to restore 


Ithy if | Ptineciple of the secretary’s project. 
e, Jul “tore he proceeded to the consideration of the 








*ndment, however, Mr. R. said he begged to say 


a few words in regard to the general question involv- 
ed in the measure now before the senate. All would 
agree that something must be done to put an end to 
the present unsatisfactory and’ eminently injurious 
state of things.. The necessities of the government 
and the deranged and suffering condition.of the eonn- 
try equally demand it:' A fiscal agency of some sort 
or other must be constituted to conduct the varied 
and important concerns of the treasury, and at the 
same time to exert.a salutary and restorative : influ- 
ence upon the general currency of the country. The 
sub-treasury systein of the late administration, it is 


_now frankly admitted by many of its-advocates, has 


been decisively repudiated by the deliberate judg- 
ment of the nation; and, in obedience to their voice, 
a bill for its repeal has been recently passed» bya 
large majority of this body, which will doubless soon | 
become the law of the land. What, then, is to be 
substituted? In former periods of our history, the 
employment of state banks had been considered as 
the true and legitimate alternative of a bank of the 
United States. In 1791, when the requblican party 
of that day opposed the: establishment of the -first 
bank of the United States and again in 1811, when 
they resisted and defeated the renewal of its charter, 
they with undivided sentiment, pointed to the state 
banks as furnishing the proper and sufficient means 
for condueting the finaneial operations of the general 
government, without the necessity of incorporating 
a national institution. 

Mr. Rives said he had himself preferred that sys- 
tem, and still preferred it; it it could have a fair trial; 
not because he believed it perfect in all respects, 
but yet capable, under proper: regulation and ma- 
nage ment of meeting the leading wants of the govern- 
ment and the country while it steered clear of the 
fundamental objection of an assumption of uncon- 
stitutional power, and advoided that concentration of 
moneyed influence which had always made a purely. 
national institution an object of republican jealousy 
in this country. Mr. R. said he firmly believed that, 
if the party which had adopted this system on the 
removal of the pablic moneys from the Bank of the 
United States, in 1833, had remained faithful to it~ 
if they had not wantonly or unwisely betrayed it 
into difficulties—or, even after it had been thus in- 
volved in embarrassinent, mainly ‘by the errors: of 
the government, if they had pursued the conserva- 
tive‘and sustaining policy of Dallas and Crawford 
toward the state banks in a similar but far more dif- 
ficult crisis, the system would at this moment have 
been in vigorous and successful operation, and have 
answered every just expectation of the country. 
But the very parents of it had, with unnatural and 
ferocious violence, turned upon their own offspring. 
They had made war upon the state bank system till 
they had so crippled its energies and discredited :its 
character inthe opinion of the country, that all ration- 
al hope of an efficient re-organization of it has been 
extinguished. My colleague and myself (said Mr. 
R.) would now probable be found the only advocates 
of it on this floor. 

It is true that a distinguished senator from South 
Carolina, (Mr. Catnoun), who has _ heretofore 
made the pel bank system, as he calls it, the favo- 
rite subject of his dennnciation, as a rickety and rot- 
ten concern, seeins to be willing now, judging from 
the motion made by him a few weeks, ago, to take 
it under his kind protection. But can we confide 
in him as our leader, when, as soon as he hoists 
his broad pennant and is taunted by. the senator 
from Kentucky (Mr. Ciay) with being the com- 
modore of this little fleet, he indignantly repels 
the imputation, and boldly proclaims ‘that he will 
fight only under the flag of the independent trea- 
sury? 

[Mr. CALHovwn here rose and said he scorned any 
connection with the pet bank system.] 


Mr. Rives. .And yet the senator seemed very 
ready to take it under his command, when he pro- 
posed to refit it for another voyage, by repealing the 
provision of the act of 1836 respecting the issue of 
netes under five dollars, which was supposed to pre- 
sent the only material obstacle to its revival. And, 
unless I greatly deceive myself, the honorable sena- 
tor then declared that, although not an advocate of the 
state bank system, le preferred it to a bank of the 
United States. 


{Mr. Catuoun said ke preferred it because it 
could be more easily blown up than a bank of the 
United States, so.as to make way forthe re-estab- 
lishment of the sub-treasury. ] 


Then surely (said Mr. Rives), all our distrust of 
the senator is more than justified; and well may: we 
say to him Timeo Danaos et dona ferentes. The bold 
annunciation he has just made, which I leave him to 
reconcile with the maxims of good faith, reveals at 
once the policy of bimself and of the party with which 
he is now associated, and of which, if we may judge 





from the sign of the times, he is the acknowledged 


—_——— 


leader. They would continue to wage unrelenting 
war upon the state bank system, with the desperate; 
determination of blowing. it up, in order to bring back 
that repudiated scheme, under-whose flag the senator 
proudly boasts that he still fights. At the same time 
the friends of a national bank, intent on the: estab- 
lishment of their faverite plan, will be as. little: dis-. 
posed to forbear attack upon a\system which is: the 
antagonist of theirs, as well as of the sub-treasury 
scheme. nh 3 

In the face of this united and double. hostility. of 
the two great political. parties of the country, both 
ceaselessly warring. upon: it, the idea of.a solid and 
permanent reconstruction of ‘the state bank deposite 
system, what ever be its intrinsic recommendation, 
must be adinitted to be hopeless. What the country 
now wants, above every thingjelse, is stability and 
repose, the adoption of some permaneni.system, upon 
which: men of business can base their operations for 
the present and their calculations for the future. The 
great interests of society have been long. enough 
made the. victim. of party agitation, the sport and 
foot-ball of the heartless game of politicians. It is 
time that these great interests, if possible, should be 
placed, by some conciliatory and permanent adjust- 
ment.of the questions hitherto so fiercely. debated, 
beyond the destructive operation of the senate of 
party war. 

Toa national bank, as formerly constituted, a 
very large portion of the people.of this country have 
ever felt, and will probably ever continue to feel, an 
invineible repugnance, on the ground of its involv- 
ing an assumption of ungranted. power, and an inva- 
sion of the rights-and soverignty of the states. To 
obviate these objections, the secretary of the trea- 
sury, justly appreciating the advantages that would 
resuit-to the nation at large, as well as to. the insti- 
tution itself proposed to established, from.a cordial 
and general concurrence of public opinion in its favor, 
suggested the expediency of organizing it in such 
manner as to avoid altogether the disputed question 
of constitutional power. The suggestion was con- 
ceivediin a spirit of patriotism, wisdom and prac- 
tical statesmanship, worthy of the secretary -and. of 
the administration under whose .auspicies it, was 
presented. He proposed to-plant the. new institu- 
tion upon uncontested ground, to require no. sur- 
render of opinion on. the:one. side or the other, as 
to the rights claimed or denied within the disputed 
territory of the constitutional argument, but simply 
to forbear, on both sides from. entering.on that liti- 
gated domain. He proposed,.in . short, to-follow an 
example which has been so {ruitful of peace in our in- 
ternational relations, in regard to our northeastern 
boundary, on either side or which the rights of the 
respective parties are acknowledged and defined i 
to certain limits, within. which each exercises full 
jurisdiction and control, leaving, however, an iater- 
mediate border of disputed territory, claimed by 
both and over which both agree, for the present, to 
refrain froin exercising any act of ownership or au- 
thority. 

In pursuance of this leading idea, the secretary of 
the treasury, in the plan he has submitted to us, has 
avoided altogether the vexed question of the power 
of congress to create corporations within the limits 
of the states. The institution which he proposes to 
establish as the fiscal agent of the government, is to 
he incorporated within ihe District of Columbia, in 
virtue of a power to create banking corporations 
here exercised from the origin of the constitution to 
the present day, and never contested. Here it is to 
have its corporate existence, “its local habitation 
and name,” 1p proximity to the governinent, whose 
fiscal concerns it is to be employed to transact, and 
under the immediate supervision of the repregenta- 
tives of the people, to whom it is made responsible. 
Such branches, or offices of discount and deposite, 
as it may find it expedient to establish in any of the 
states, are to be established there upon the assent of 
the states previously obtained, and in virtue of those 
general rights of sovereignty which each state pos- 
sesses within its own limits. The long contested 
question of the ‘tye of congress to create corpo- 
rations within the states—a question growing’ not 
merely out of the limited nature, in general, of the 
powers delegated to congress; but also out “of the 
rejection by the convention of an express proposition 
to give to congress the general authority to grant 
charters of incorporation for the union—the whole of 
this acient field of controversy is. prudently avoided 
by the secretary’s plan, It is tlie disputed territory 
on which no entry is to be made; but by the ‘conjoint 
exercise of admitted powers within the well defined 
and ascertained limits on either side of the contested 
boundary-—of the power of congress “to exercise ex- 
clusive legislation in all cases whatever” within the 
District, and the power of the states to give their as- 
sent tothe establishment of branches of the proposed 
institution within their respective limits—the whole 
machinery of this new fiscal and banking agency 
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is organized and in motion, without occupying 
‘ mn point of the disputed-ground of the consti- 
ution. ~ : 

Still, however, Mr. President, (said Mr. Rives) 
an objection has been somewhere started to this ar- 
rangement, that though the power of congress to 
create banking corporations within this District is. 
unquestionable, yet they can be constitutionally 
created here only for local and not for national uses. 
On what principle can such a distinction as this be 
sustained! The District itself was created and set 
apart as an exclusive jurisdiction wholly for nation- 
al considerations—to give entire freedom and inde- 
pendence to the deliberations and action of the na- 
tional authorities established here. Mr: Rives said 
he had the sanction of the highest judicial authority 
known to-our institutions for saying that the power 
of “exclusive legislation’’ over this District was con- 
ferred on congress not, as.is some times loosely said 
as a local legislature for the District, but emphatical- 
ly as ‘the legislature of the union.” What is this 
magnificent capital erected here for—for what the 
treasury building and all the other public edifices con- 


for national purposes? -And for: what more legiti- 
mate national object can any establishment be found- 
ed here than to be an auxilliary, and, in some sort, an 
adjunct to the great revenue department of the go- 
veroment? 

It is true (said Mr. Rives). that acts done here, 
in virtue of the power of “exclusive legislation” 
over this District, are limited, in their intrinsic force, 
to the District. They have nooperation, per se, be- 
yond the District. Accordingly, the corporation pro- 
posed to be created here as the fiscal agent of the 
ier will have its legal corporate existence 

ere, and no where else. To use the language of 
the supreme court of the United States, in a recent 
case,* having an important bearing on the questions 
we are now discussing, it is “to dwell here in the 
place of its cfeation.” But-this does not prevent it, 
any more than corporations created by state autho- 
rity, from extending its operations, by branches or 
agencies, into the states of the union, WITH THE 
ASSENT OF THOSE STATES. In every such case, 
the extra-territorial operation of the institution would 
be the result, not of any intrinsic force derived from 
the act of incorporation, but of the sovereign assent 
of the states perinitting it to extend its operations 
within their limits. But this (said Mr. R.) is to 
anticipate a question I shall presently have occasion 
to discuss much more at large. I return to the coin- 
petency of congress to incorporate a bank in, this 
District for national uses. 


It will be seen, said Mr. Rives, if we trace the 
history of all the legislative discussions which have 
ever taken place on the constitutional power of con- 
gress to establish a national bank within the limits 
of the states, that the most determined opponents of 
the general power have invariably admitted the au- 
thority of congress to incorporate and establish such 
a bank within the District of Columbia. In 1791, 
when the first debate took egy in congress on this 
disputed question, Mr. Fisher Ames, by way of il- 
lustrating and enforcing his argument in favor of the 
power, put the case of a bank established here un- 
der this power of exclusive legislation over the 
District, and said such a bank ‘could send tls paper 
all over the union.”” Mr. Giles, of Virginta, and 
Mr. Stone, of Maryland, both distinguished oppo- 
nents of the general power of congress to establish 
a national bank within the states, in noticing and 
replying to the argument and illustration of Mr. 
Ames, clearly admitted the authority of congress to 
establish such a bank as Mr. Ames had described, 
within the District. Again, in 1811, when, at the ex- 
piration of the charter of the first bank of the United 
States, the discussion was renewed on the constitu- 
tional power of congress, similar admissions as to the 


District were made, in unequivocal terms, by several | 4 


of those who were mest earnest in denying the gene- 
ral power of congress to create a national bank with- 
in the states. 

But J hasten, said Mr. Rives, to come down toa 
more recent period of our political history, when 
recognitions of the same doctrine thicken upon us, 
and from quarters distinguished, or claiming to be 
distinguished, by peculiar republican orthodoxy. In 
1814, when the effort to obtain a re-establishment 
of a national bank was first formally renewed, after 
the unsuccessful struggle of 1811, the subject came 
before congress on a petition of anumber of the citi- 
zens of N. York., It was referred to the committee of 
ways and means of the house of representatives, 
of which Mr. Eppes, a distinguished republican 
representative from Virginia, was the chairman. 
As chairman of the committee, Mr. Eppes report- 
ei against the constitutionality of the proposed bank, 





*Bank of Augusta vs. Erle—Peters’ Reports, vol. xiii, 


and embodied the grounds of that report in the fol- 
lowing resolution, which, as setting forth distiuct- 
ly the principle on which the objections of the 
republican party of that day- to the constitutionali- 
ty of a aational bank rested, deserves particular no- 
lice. 

“Resolved, That the power to create corporations 
within the territorial limiis of the states, without their 
consent, is neither one of the powers delegated by 
the constitution of the United States, nor essential- 
ly necessaay for carrying into effect any delegated 
power:”’ Sard : 

It cannot fail to attract attention, that the terms 
of this resolution,. by an obvious and necessary 
implication, admitted the power to create such a 
corporation. as proposed, wilhin the District of Co- 
lumbia. ; 

_ But this conclusion was not left to interfere only. 
The distinguished senator from S. Carolina, (Mr. 


‘CatHoun), then a distinguished member of the 


house of representatives, moved a recommitment of 


the avowed purpose of obtaining their report in favor 
of a national bank in the District of Columbia—a re- 
port which was accordingly afterwards made. As the 
honorable gentleman seems frequently to suspect us 
on this side of the house of a design to misrepresent 
him, I will give his own words, as taken fromm the 
records of the day: 

‘Mr, Catuoun then said it would be found that 
the committee of ways and means had decided 
against the proposition, on the ground of unconsti- 
tutionality of establishing such a bank as that asked 
for in the petition. He wished to-instruct the com- 
mittee to inquire into the expediency of establish- 
ing a national bank within the District of Columbia; 
the power to do which, tt could not be doubted, came 
within the constitulional powers of congress. For 
all practical purposes he believed such a bank 
would be as useful as that which was proposed. To 
come at his object, Mr. C. proposed the following 
motion: 

**Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of es- 
tablishing a national bank, to be lovated in the Dis- 
trict of Coluinbia.”’ 

This occurred during the first session of the 13th 
congress. At the succeeding session of the same 
congress the subject was resumed. Mr. Dallas, in 
the meantime, had become secretary of the treasury, 
and in October, 1814, had presented his plan of a 
fifty million national bank, to be established at Phi- 
ladelphia. That plan being under consideration in 
the house of representatives, and a resolution having 
been offered, declaring it to be expedient ‘to estab- 
lish a national bank, with branches, in the several 
states,” gov. Wright, of Maryland, then a leading 
republican member of that body, moved to amend 
the resolution by inserting therein the words “‘wiih- 
in the District of Columbia.”” What said. Wim. A. 
Burwell, of Virginia, on that occasion? Who and 
what he was no one knows better than the honora- 
ble senator from South Carolina. I will only say 
that, through the whole of his patriotic and distin 
guished life, he was a strict constructionist of the 
‘*most straitest sect,”’ and an invariable and uncom- 
promising denier of the general power of congress to 
establish a national bank. And yet, on the occasion 
here referred to, he did not hesitate to say that *the 
had no doubt of the power of congress to establish a 
bank of the kind proposed,” (even a fifty inillion 
national bank) ‘in the District of Columbiu.” 

Having seen, said Mr. Rives, what were the doc- 
trines of the old republican school on this subject, let 
us, for a moment, inquire if the modern democratic 
party have not, through its acknowledged interpre- 
ters and organs, held precisely the same creed,— 
General Jackson, the grand Llama of the anti-bank 
party, was even sedulous to assert, in the most un- 
nalified terms, the constitutional power of congress 
to establish banks in the District of Columbia, to any 
extent, and for any purpose. It is a curious and 
remarkable coincidence that, in the very act by 
which he put the veto on the bill for rechartering 
the late bank of the United States, he took especial 
pains to re-affirm and vindicate the unlimited autlio- 
rity of congress to create banks in this District. In 
that bill was a provision that no other bank should 
be established by congress during the continuance 
of the institution thereby rechartered, except ‘that 


within the District of Columbia, not increasing the 
capial thereof, and might also establish any other 
bank or banks in the District, with capitals not ex- 
ceeding in the whole six millions of dollars.’’ This 
restriction general Jackson seized upon and signaliz- 
edin his veto message as particularly unconstita- 
tional, inasmuch as it sought to fetter “the constitu- 
tional power of congress to establish barks in. the 
District of Columbia, and increase their capital at 





Pp 588. 


will”—a power which he pronounced to be ‘‘unii- 


‘Sherrod Williams. Let 


the report to the committee which brought it in, with | 


congress might renew existing charters for banks |] 








cs ao, 
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mited and uncontrolable by any other authority than 
that which gave existence to the constitution!” 
Mr. Van Buren, his anointed successor, as head 
of the modern democratic party, in like manner, yp. 
equivocally admitted the constitutional power of con. 


gress to establish a national bank (e0 nomine ) with. 


in this District. There is his famous letter to M; 
éntlemen read it, ang 
make any thing else out of it, if they ean. In ex. 
pressing his opinions on the question of the const}. 
tutional power of congress to establish a -nationa) 
bank, his negation of the power is invariably made 
in reference to the states. Adopting the language 
of his friend, Mr. Butler, he says ‘the holds tha 
congress does not possess the power to establish 
national bank in any of the states of the union.” «}, 
is, therefore, decidedly opposed to the establishment 
of a national bank in any of the-states;’’ and the; 
adds, ‘the is also opposed to the establishment of 
such a hank in the District of Columbia as unneces. 
sary and inexpedient”’—implying that, in the Dig. 
trict, it would be conssitutional at least. No one 
can fail to perceive the marked contradistinctioy 
throughout in his position-as to the establishinent of 
a national bank in the slates and in the District, 
placing his opposition to the former on the ground 
of a want of constitutional power, and to the latter 
on considerations of expediency alone. Indeed, the 
very principle- of the constitutional. objection, as 
stated by him, anid which he justly says was the 
main point of Mr. Jefferson’s celebrated Opinion 
against the establishment of the first national bank, 
to wit: “that the constilution does not give congress the 
power to erect corporations within the slates,” of ne. 
cessity excludes the District of Columbia; for all 
must admit that congress does possess the power of 
incorporation in this District. 

The constitutional power of congress, then, to in- 
corporate a bank in the District, for the convenience 
and uses of the government, if deemed expedient, is 
a power which has been recognised and admitted by 
all parties from the birth of the constitulion down to 
the present day. It has been, in an especial man- 
ner, admitted, and in terms the most unequivocal, 
by leading and distinguished men of the republican 
and democratic parties, who have been most signa- 
lized for the zeal and earnestness, as well as ability, 
with which they bave denied the general power of 
congress to establish a national bank within the li- 
mits of the states. After this reign and unbroken 
current of testimony and opinion flowing through 
the course of half a century, it would seem to be in 
vain to call in question a power thus vouched and 
sustained. The plan of the secretary of the treasu- 
ry, then, so far as the question of constitutional 

ower is involved in the incorporation of a fiscal 
bette of the United States in this District, may be 
safely assumed to rest on incontestable ground.* 

Mr. Rives then proceeded to consider the otlier 
part of the secretary’s plan, which provided for the 
assent of the states to the establishment of branches 
of the proposed fiscal bank within their respective 
limits; a principle which was rejected by the bill of 
the senator from Kentucky, (Mr. Cray), but whic! 
Mr. R. wished to restore by the amendinent he hat 
just offered. It is contended, in the report made by 
the honorable senator, (said Mr. R.) that this part 
of the secretary’s plan is founded on the false pri 
ciple that the powers of congress can be enlarged by 
the consent of individual states, without resorting 
to that process of ainendment, requiring the concu- 
rence of three-fourths of all the states, which the 
constitution itself provides. But this is entirely 
misconceive the nature and extent of the effect al: 
tributed to the assent of the states by the secretary’ 
plan. I fully and unhesitatingly subseribe (sod 
Mr. R.) to the doctrine laid down by Mr. Madison, 


a 





*T'o this list of republican authorities may-be added 
the following pregnant letter of that sterling republicat 
and patriot, judge White, of ‘Tennessee: 3 

Knoxville, July 24, 1837. 

Dear str: Your. favor, dated 18th ulumo, was 
ceived by the mail which arrived here on yesierda); 
and with pleasure I send you an immediate answer- 


Your recollection of the contents of my letter to Mr 
Kineannon is correct. 1 then stated, and yet believ® 
congress has not the power to charter a bank conferring 
uponit the power to do business within the limits of 
of the states. Should a national bank, at any time; 
found indispensable, I have heretofore said, and yet be 
ieve, congress has the power to charter one to do bust 
in the District of Columbia, and that they could avthe 
rise such bank to connect itself with one or more banks 
in each state, with the consent of the respective slates 
and that through such a District bank, thus connect! 
with the state banks, every desirable object towal” 
keeping a sound and uniform currency, and receivint 
safely keeping, and conveniently disbursing the Pp" 
moneys, could be as certainly attained as throus” 
national bank of the ordinary description. lam ‘ 
respectfully, your obd’t servant, H. L. WHITE 

D. A. Crenshaw, esq. 


——————— 
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internal improvement 
of congress cannot be 
enlarged beyond the boundaries rescribed in the 
tion, by the assent of individual states. Bat, 
in this case, no effect of that sort is claimed for the 
assent of the states. The assent of the states to the 


establishment, wifhin their respective limits, of 


' branches of the proposed fiscal bank created here, 
does not, in any ‘manner whatever, enlarge the power 


of congress. Ihe power of congress is fully exert- 


ed in the act of creating the corporation here, and 


iving it the legal attributes and faculties of an arti- 
ficial being. ‘That congress has full constitutional 

ower to do this, has been already amply shown.— 

he only effect of the proposed assent of the states 
jsto permit this corporation, when thus lawfully 
and constitutionally created by congress here, to 
extend its operations, by such branches or agencies, 
as it way think fit to constitute, within the limits of 


their respective sovereignties. 


And will any gentleman seriously contend that it 
js not competent for the states to do this? Suppose 
that the state of New York should create a bank in- 
tended to promote her commercial intercourse with 
the other states of the union, by dealing in domestic 
exchanges—take, indeed, the existing case of the 
Pennsylvania bank of the United States—will any 
senator gravely tell me thatit would not be compe- 
tent for Virginia, in the exercise of her own sove- 


- reignty to permit any such institution to establish a 


branch or agency within her borders? And could it 
be pretended in such a case, that the permission 
thus given by Virginia had, in any manner, enlarg- 
ed the legislative power of New York or Pennsyl- 
vania, exerted in creating a corporation by the force 
of their own laws. If this can be legitimately done 
with regard to a bank created by the authority of a 
state, or even of a foreign country, for 1 do not doubt 
(said Mr. R.) that, with the sovereign assent of a 
state, even a branch of the Bank of England might 
be established within its borders, can it not be as 
unquestionably done with regard to a bank created 
by congress in this District? To deny it, is not to 
question a power of congress, but to assail the vital 


| principles of state sovereignty itself. 


If the individual action of the states is snch an 
anomaly as gentlemen would represent it—never to 


, berecognised in any case whatever in the operations 


| general governinent? 


of the general government—how has it happened, 
Mr. President, that particular states have from time 
to time surrendered their soil and jurisdiction, ceded 
large portions of their territory, with all the rights 
of ownership and sovereignty attached to it, to the 
1 do not speak here of those 
purchases of parcels of land made by the United 
States, with the consent of the legislatures of the parti- 
cular states in-which they lie, for the erection of forts, 
arsenals, dock-yards, &c. because they are provided 
for by a special clause in the constitution. Nor do 
I'speak of those earlier cessious of territory in the 
northwest made by the proprietor states previous to 
the adoption of the constitution; but I speak of those 
cessions and compacts of particular states, embrac- 
lng large domains, made long since the adoption of 
the eonstitution. { speak of the cession of her 
western territory to the United States by Georgia in 
1802, out of which two of the youthful'states of the 
southwest, Alabaina and Mississippi have grown 
up; I speak of the surrender to the United States of 
her western reserve by the state of Connecticut at a 
still later period. ere these “nominated in the 
bond?” Can any gentleman show me any clause in 
the constitution which empowered those two states 


positing the surplus revenue ofthe United States in 
the treasuries of the several states, with the assent 
of the states first given to the terms of the deposite 
by acts of their respective legislatures. No gentle- 
man will contend that congress could have obtruded 
the keeping of any portion of the national treasure 
upon the states, or any of them, without their sove- 
reign assent, separately and freely given, each one 
acting for itself; and yet, with that assent thus given, 
the legality and constitutionality of the arrangement 
never has been, and never can be, questioned. The 
principle of it is obvious. Congress, on its part, 
possesses the power to provide, at its discretion, for 
the safe keeping of the public money. The states, 
on their part, possess the power to accept the custo- 
dy and use of those funds, if tendered, as they may 
think fit. The concurrent action of these two au- 
thorities, each exerting itself in its own sphere, and 
without in any manner adding to the power of the 
other in its sphere, produces precisely that practical 
result which is contemplated in the present case 
trom the assent of the states, to the establishment, 
within their limits, of branches ofan institation creat- 
ed by congress within this District. 

I might, (said Mr. Rives), pursue this subject 
much further; but I forbear. I will only mention, in 
passing, for the edification of those professed disciples 
of strict construction who are in the habit of leaning 
on the venerated name of Mr. Jefferson, an instance 
in which that great republican statesman attributed 
to the individual assent of the states ’n efficacy, in 
regard to the distribution of power between the 
states and the general government, far beyond any 
thing that is contemplated by the plan of the secre- 
tary of the treasury. Believing that a final and 
adequate retiedy could not be found for the disorders 
of the currency while the states possessed the power 
of creating banking institutions, he proposed, in a 
letter addressed by him, in June, 1813, to Mr. Eppes, 
then chairman of the committee of ways and means 
in the house of representatives, that ‘the states 
should be applied to, to transfer the right of issuing 
circulating paper to congress exclusively, in perpe- 
tuum, if possible, but during the war at least; witha 
saving of charter rights.” ‘That this transfer ac- 
cording to his plan, was to be made by the states, 
notin the form of a constitutional amendment re- 
quiring the concurrence of three-fourths, but by the 
separate action of each state for itself, is conclusive- 
ly shown by. a subsequent letter addressed by him 
to the same gentleman in November, 1813, in which 
he uses the tollowing language: 

“T still believe that ou proper representation of 
the subject, a great proportion of the state legisla- 
tures would cede to congress their power of establish- 
ing banks, saving the charter rights already granted. 
And this should be asked, not by way of amendment 
to the constitution because, until three-fourths shall 
consent, nothing could be done; but accepted from 
them one by one, singly, as their consent might be 
obtained.” 

I will not undertake to decide, (said Mr. Rives), 
how far this suggestion of Mr. Jefferson could be 
constitutionally carried into execution. I presume 
his idea was that each state, being competent to iin- 
pose a voluntary limitation on the exercise of its 
own sovereignty, might, by some act, in the nature 
of a compact with the general government, agree to 
refrain from authorising the issue of bank paper, 
leaving the vacuum thus created in its circulation to 
be supplied by treasury bills, (his favorite form of 
a paper currency ), to be issued by congress in the 
exercise of a power already possessed by it—thus 





{omake those large concessions of territory to the 
Union? No, sir; there is none such. They acted! 
each one for itself and from itself, in virtue of their | 
Separate Sovereignty, existing anterior to the con. | 
stitution, and still remaining, except where it has: 

ren restrained or taken away by positive provisions 
ol the constitution. ’ 

This principle of state assent, in concurrence with 
“cts of national authority, ought to be no novelty to 
the honorable senator from Kentucky, at least. His 
canal ourney from Ashland to Washington and 
fom Washington to Ashland is paved with it over 
every foot of the Cumberland road; for the honora- 
ble senator will doubtless recollect that, in the act 
for the establishment of that great highway—an act 
Which bears the signature of Mr. Jefferson as presi- 
dent of the United States—the previous assent of the 
three states of Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia 
Was expressly required to be given to the construc- 
tion of the road within their respective limits, and 

at assent was actually given by separate and for- 
mal acts of the legislatures of those states before a 
spade or pickaxe was displayed upon their soil. 

But there is a more recent act of a character less 
Qvestioned, involving the same principle; and in| 
Which many of us personally bore our parts, which 

beg teave to recall to the recollection of the senate. 

refer to the law passed by congress in 1836 for de- 





bringing down the arrangement to a simple renun- 
ciation of a portion of their power by the stales 
without a corresponding concession of any new 
power to congress. And for this he may have sup- 
posed that there was the warrant, of some analogy 
at least, in those compacts of the new states with 
the general government, by which they agree to 
waive for a time an important branch of their so- 
vereignty—their taxing power, in regard to lands 
held or sold by the United States within their limits. 
But whatever may have been the idea of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, and whether well or ill founded, it goes a 
sightless distance beyond any principle involved in 
the assent of the states to the establishment of 
branches of the central fiscal bank within their li- 
mits. 

While there is no violation or abandonment of 
principle in the proposed assent of the states; it 
conld-not fail to exert a happy influence in recon- 
ciling opinions, and harmonizing public sentiment. 
In reviewing the history of the past opposition to a 
national bank, it will be seen that the most promi- 
nent objection to it has ever been founded upon the 
supposed violation of the rights and sovereignty of 
ihe siates in the introduction of an institution of so 
much power end influence within their borders, 
without their assent. That idea was conspicuously 
put forward by the resolutions of the legislature of 


Virginia, in 1811, against a renewal of the charter 
of the first bank of the United States. That noble 
old republican commonwealth Pennsylvania, which 
so gallantly stood by the side of Virginia in ‘that 
memorable struggle, proclaimed her principles in 
language worthy of her own character and of the 
cause. I see her two distinguished senators now 
near me, and they will pardon me if I read the in- 
structions she gave to her senators in 1811, in which, 
with such becoming gravity, dignity and clearness, 
she put forth the grounds of her objections to the 
renewal of the charter of the first bank of the United 
States, or the incorporation of any similar bank. I 
wish those honorable gentiemen could consider these 
instructions as still subsisting, in spirit at least, and 
then I migtit felicitate myself with coufidence on 
receiving their able support on the present occasion. 
With their permission, I will read the instructions: 

“The legislature of Pennsylvania, ever desirous 
to secure an administration of the federal and state 
governments, conformably to the true spirit of their 
respective constitutions; feel it their duty to ex- 
nress their sentiments upon an important subject 
now before congress, to wit: the continuance or es- 
tablishment of a bank. From a careful review of 
the powers vested in the general government, they 
have the most positive conviction that the authority 
to grant charters of incorporation within the jurisdtc- 
tion of any state, without the consent thereof, is not 
recognised in that instrument, either expressly or by 
any warrantable implication. 

‘Resolved therefore, That the senators of this 
state, &c. &c. be instructed to use every exertion in 
their power to prevent the charter of the Bank of 
the United States from being renewed, or any other 
bank from being chartered by congress, designed to 
have operation within the jurisdiction of any state, 
without first having obtained the consent of the legis- 
lature of that state.” 

The spirit of these instructions is faithfully em- 
bodied, said Mr. Rives, in the amendment I have 
had the honor to submit. 

But it is argued by many friends on this side of 
the house, that the power of establishing branches of 
the proposed bank within the states, independently 
of their consent must be asserted, because the con- 
stitutionality of a national bank is now a settled 
question. That the eonstitutionality of a national 
bank is a settled question, in any practical political 
sense, is a proposition, which, in my judgment, can- 
not be satisfactorily maintained. A retrospect of 
our political history will show that there have been 
at least as many decisions of the people and. their 
representatives against it, as there ever have been 
in favor of it. If the congress of 1791 decided for it, 
the congress of 1811 decided against it... If a bank 
was re-established in 1816, it was permitted to ex- 
pire by its own limitation in 1836, with a hearty 
acquiescence of a large majority of the people, at 
the time, in ils fate. Three or four years before 
that time, general Jackson had negatived a bill for 
a recharter-of the bank expressly on the ground of 
the unconstitutionality of an institution organized as 
that was. This he did io the very crisis of a pend- 
ing presidential. election, in which the propriety of 
his course on the subject of the bank was_neces- 
sarily put imissue; and yet he was re-elected by an 
overwhelining majority of the popular suffrages.— 
When Mr. Van Buren became a candidate to suc- 
ceed him, he declared in the most unequivocal terms, 
his thorough conviction of the want of constitutional 
power in congress to establish a national bank in 
any of the states of the union, and in a very earnest 
and emphatic manner invoked the decision of the 
people on that issue in the election. And yet, with 
declarations such as these, precluding the. possibility 
of a national bank for the ensuing four years if he 
were elected, he was chosen president of the United 
Ststes. 

In the result of the late presidential election, the 
question of the eonstitutionality of a bank cannot 
witl: fairness be said to have been decided by the 
judgment of the nation. There were too many other 
prominent issues involved to justify that conclusion. 
The odiousness of the sub-treasury united in opposi- 
tion to the administration of Mr. Van Buren many 
persons who differed widely on the question ofa na- 
tional bank. The opinions of the distinguished and 
lamented individual who-was the candidate for the 
presidency had been decidedly opposed to the caon- 
stitutionality of a national bank. In his votes in the 
house of representatives at a former period, and in a 
letter addressed to his constituents in 1822, which 
was extensively republished, he had manitested and 
declared these opinions in the strongest manner. In 
his letter to Mr. Sherrod Williams, in 1836, it is 
true he said he would not withhold his signature, if 
eleeted president, from a bill, with proper modifica- 
tious and restrictions, chartering a bank, provided 
such an institution, after a fair and full experiment 





of other expedients, should be shown to be necessary 
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for the- management of the public revenue. 
vided, also, there should be decided and unequivocal 
smanifestations of the opinion of the country in favor 
of it. The qualifications and provisos with which he 
$0 carefully surrounded his answer, evidently left 
hii uncommitted on, the. question, and taken in 
connexion with his former well known opinions, 
produced in Virginia atleast, a very general impres- 
sion, among those who supported. his election, thut 
the bent of his own mind was strongly against. a 
national bank. -At the same time, the. opinions on 
this question of the distinguished and patriotic indi- 
vidual presented for, the second office in the govern- 
ment, and who has since becn called to. its. head, 
were well known, and. mvt of necessity have en- 
tered into the consideration of the nation; .as. the 
casting vote in this 'gody,. with which he would be 
invested as vice president, as well as the contingen- 
cy, ¢by.n0.m,eans an improbable one, under the cir- 
cumslan es of the case), which- has since devolved 
on bm the office of chief. magistrate, gave to. those 
Ypinions the: highest practicalimportance. His-un- 
varying opposition to a natjonal bank, on the ground 
‘of its unconstitutionality, had been vouched by the 
public history and records of the government, in the 
eyes of the nation, for near a quarter of a century. 

(Mr. Cray here rose and called Mr, Rives to 
order, affirming it. to beva violation of order. to refer 
to the opinions.of the -presideat on a pending sub- 
ject of deliberation.], ».. : 

| Mr, Rives said the senator from Kentucky had 
certainly mistaken his purpose. He was. making 
an historical review of the circumstances attending 
the late presidential: election, in reference to an is- 
sue alleged to have been made and decided in that 
election. It was in that; connexion only that he re- 
ferred to the past opinions of the. president on this 
question of .a national bank, as known to the. whole 
country; ‘and in that connexion it was surely both 
his right and his duty, if he thought proper to do so, 
to speak of them... He. did not speak of what might 
or might not be the present opinions of the president, 
and least of all did he make any reference to his |. 
opinions with a view of;producing any effect on the 
sneernnnent action and free deliberations of this 

ody. 

[Some further conversation ensued on the ques- 
tion of order, when the president of the senate de- 
cided thats remarks of Mr..Rives were in. order.) 

Mr. Rrves proceeded... 1 think, therefore, Mr. 
President; there is no sufficient ground tor saying | 
thatthe question of the constitutional power of con- 

ress to establish @ national bank was decided in the. 
ate presidential election> I-have seen with regret 
the persevering efforts that are made to. occlude the 
liberty of private judgment, by holding up this ques- 
tion as one finally ‘closed and settlcd by the most 
authoritative Sanctions. Great names are arrayed, 
and { have seen this morning the name of Mr. Jef- 
ferson, who was all his life an unyielding and un- 
‘compromising opponent of a national bank, brought 
forward to sustain it. A statement is produced, from 
what source I’ know not, nor is it my purpose to 
uestion in any manner the respectability of it, that 
Mr. Jefferson, in ‘a‘ conversation with Mr. W. A. 
Barwell, of Virginia, in‘ the spring of 181i, after 
the refusal of congress to recharter the firat bank of 
the United States, declared that he considered the 
question of its constitutionality as ‘having been de- 
finitively settled. Now. sir, the published writing of 
Mr. Jefferson show that three years alter that time 
he did, indeed, consider ‘the mo ooe of the con- 
stitutionality of a‘bank of ‘the United States as set- 
tled, but as seltled against its canstitutionality. In 
a letter to Mr. Eppes, dated the 6th November, 1813, 
he uses this emphatic language: “After the solemn 
decision of congress against the renewal of the char- 
ter of the bank of the United States, and the grounds 
of that decision, (the want of constitutional power), 
IL bad imagined thal question at rest, and that. no 
more applications would be made to them for the 
incorporation of banks.” 

The truth is, Mr. President, that- this mooted 
question has received different decisions at the 
hands of the mee and their representatives, at dif- 
ferent times; and it probably gives rise to as much 
difference of Opinion at'this as at any former period 
of our history. If it has been settled one way at 
one time, it has been settled another way at another 
time; the result of which is, that it is yet an unsei- 
tiled and open question, and will probably ever re- 
main sd,in the pyblic judgment. I will not un- 
dertake to say on which side of it a majorily of the 
nation -are'at this moment. All must admit that a 
very large and patriotic portion of the nation, (pro- 
bably, a moiety, at least), yet maintain the ne- 
gative. In this divided and nicely balanced state of 
public opinion ona fundamental question of power, 
and one, too, which has never failed to excite a pro- 
fond sensation throngh the mass of the people, is it 
not the part of true policy and wisdom to avout the 


and pro- | 


. solved the British empire, we bad a monitory. lesson 


}econsent. The “dignity of the crown and the honor 


| tions of feeble councils, that so paltry a sum asthree 


finally dissolved the pillars of a commercial empire 


disputed-question, when the same practical results 
can be altained;in the mode proposed by. the secre- 
tary of the treasury? I would appeal to honorable 
gentlemen on this side of the house, and ask if they 
are not willing to show as much consideration for 
the honest and conscientious convictions of a large; 
body of their fellow citizens, in regard to the sacred 

boundaries of the constitution, as they have shown, 

in the case of the northeastern boundary, to the 
shallow and unfounded claims ofa foreign power, in 

regard to the limits of the national domain, by ab- 

staining from the dispuded territory. : 

_ Mr. Rives said that in our very origin asa nation, 

in the history of that great struggle which had dis- 


on the danger of extreme assertions of power, which | 
ought not to be forgotten. That glorious and.ever- 
metaorable contest had arisen on the abstract right 
of; the British parliament to tax the colonies without 
their consent. _So long.as the colonies. were permit- 
ted io tax themselves, in the joyous pride and vo- 
luntary generosity of freemen they poured out their 
treasure, with unstinted abundance, into the lap of 
the mother, country. But,.in an evil hour, the 
scheme was conceived of taxing them without their 


of parliament,’’ it was said, required the asserlion.o 
the power. The stamp act was passed and repealed. 
Port duties, as they were called, were then impos- 
ed; but the colonies, planting themselves on the im- 
‘perishable principle of British liberty—the free con- 
sent of the p®ople, through their representatives, to: 
‘the imposition of taxes—remonstrated, and again} 
prevailed. Of the six port duties which had been 
imposed by parliament, all were repealed except 
the miserable duty of three pence a pound on tea; 
and that was continned, not for revenue, for it yield- 
ed none, but as an assertion of the legislative supre- 
macy of the British parliament over the. colonies.— 
“It was by such management as this,’’ in the magni- 
ficent language of Burke, *‘by the irresistible opera- 


pence in the eyes of a financier, so insignificant an 
article as tea in the eyes of a philosopher, shook and 


that circled the whole globe.” 


Shall we follow so ill-fated an example, and insist 
on the power of establishing branches of the propos- 
ed fiscal bank within the limits of the states, withoul 
their assent, as an asssertion of the /egislalive supre- 
many ef congress, when there is reason to believe 
that every practicable object can be obtained with- 
out such assertion? Wii! gentlemen permit me to 
commend to them the example and the language of 
the great man whose name I have just mentioned, 
in the similar circumstance in which he was placed? 
Like themselves, in regard to the power of congress 
to establish branches for the proposed bank in the 
states without their consent, he held, in the most 
unqualified manner, the abstract right of the British 
parliament to tax the colonies. As a member of 
the Rockingham administration, he had concurred 


But when it‘came to the question of carying out the 
power in practice, against the remonstrances of the 
colonies, he opposed it with all the mighty weight of 
nis eloquence and wisdom. He ‘said he resolved 
that day to have nothing todo with the right of taxa- 
tion—it was less than nothing in his consideration— 
he looked to the policy of the question—to practical 
results. On the question of the right of taxation, (as 
in this country on the question of the constitutional 
power of congress to create a national bank), he 
found opinions divided and perplexed—great names 
militate against each other in that field—high and 
reverend authorities lift up their heads on both sides, 
and there was no sure footing on that ground. It 
was— 
“The great Serbonian bog, 
Where armies whole have sunk.” 


“The question, therefore,” said he, ‘is not whata 
lawyer shall tell me I may do, but what wisdom, 
prudence, reason, tell me I ought todo. What avails 
the strictness of my legal title, if by its assertion I 
lose my suit?” These, indeed, were words of so- 
berness and truth, I trust they may be better heed- 
ed now. than they were then. I commend them to 
the reflection of patriots and statesinen. 


Mr. Rives said there was another profound and 
important truth—in especial harmony with the ge- 
nius of American institutions-—taught by the wis- 
dom of the same great philosopher and statesman, 
which, he trusted, honorable senators would pardon 
him. for recalling to their recollection. It was_ this; 
that ‘the constant aim of every wise public couneil 
ought to be to find out by cautious experiments, by 
cool and rational endeavors, with how little, not how 
much’’ power, goveruments could be conducted, and 
the affaius of nations be administered. Why, there- 


has cherished them since as the oracles of wis 


fully in the declaratory act which affirmed that right. | 8 


instance, admitting it to exist, till ekpetionce s,, 
have shown it to be necessary for the ae alt 
operation of the measure proposed? The honors 
senator from Kentucky, i well. recollect, saiq 7 
R. with that impressive and stirring eloquence Whicr 
so eminently distinguishes him above othe; ba 
used to approach his political opponents, durin ‘ 
administration of general Jackson, with their fo ; 
asserticn of power—ever intent, as he said, on 
exercise of power, power, inexorable power. J try , 
sir, we shall not fall into the, same error now. Ty” 
distinguished senator from Kentucky also had the 
privilege, denied to most of us, of having heard fro ‘ 
the lips of that true-hearted republican patriot, (Gey 
Clinton), who then filled the chair you now oceyn, 

Mr, President, the memorable words with which) . 
accompanied his casting vote against the bill for 4. 
newing the charter of the bank of the United States 
in 1811. The nation caught them as they fell, and 
“*[n the course of a long life,” said he, “Ihave - 
that government is not to be strengthened by the is, 
sumption of doubtful powers, but by a wise and ey. 
ergetic execution of those which are incontestabje. 
the former never fails to produce suspicion and dis 
trust, whilst the latter inspires respect and conf. 
dence.” 

___My firm conviction, said Mr. Rives, is, that if the 
instif{ution now proposed to be created shall be plant. 
ed on the “incontestable” ground suggested by the 
secretary of the treasury, sustained and fostered } 

the assent and good will of the states, it will be f; 
stronger and more efficient to every useful end, than 
if it be borne along by the strong arm of the gen. 
ral government, thrusting it upon the states without 
their consent, and in despite of their objections. 4 
proceeding of this sort necessarily begets Opposi- 
tion. A party war will be commenced upon it x 
the threshold, and its whole existence will be om 
of agitation and contest. On the contrary, if yo 
refer the establishment of branches to the assent of 
the states within whose limits they are to be place: 

they will not merely be admitted, but they will be 
invited wherever the publie interest shall call fo 
them. You disarm at once the jealonsies of state 
sovereignty. You place your institution under tlhe 
safeguard of state honor, and urder that moral pro. 
tection of, public sentiinent which is far more pov. 
erful than the stern mandate of the law. If any ofthe 
states should withhold their assent. from the estab- 
lishment of offices of discount and deposite, wher 
they may be deemed necessary for the purposes of 
the institution, the amendment I have offered con- 
tains an alternative provision for the establishmeut 
of limited agencies, which would meet the chief ex. 
gencies of the public service and the leading com. 
mnercial wants of the union, and which, under a re- 
cent decision of the supreme court of the United 
States, (in. the case of the bank of Augusta, ». 
Earle), might be established in the states without : 
formal act of consent on their part, their assent be- 
ing presumed (till the contrary is declared) from the 
eneral comity of nations. 

With these provisions, adapted to 54 probable 
contingency, I feel persuaded, said Mr, Rives, that 
the proposed institution would work well—smooll. 
ly, harmoniously, efficiently. Iam far from plac 
ing any poor opmions of mine in competition witl 
the sagacity and experience of the senator from 
Kentucky but, like himself, 1 have conferred will 
some able practical men, and they give me asst: 
ance of its feasibility and success. The secretary 
of the treasury, too, whose special province it is 0 
collect information on these subjects from the most 
approved sources, and to frame his plans with cat 
tion and care, bas, in his official presentation of the 
plan. contemplated by the amendment, given \s 
every reasonable warrent in advance of its capaci!) 
to meet the wants of the government and the coul 
try. . 

Mar. Rives said the history of the two forme 

banks of the United States ought to be full of I” 
struction to us, and suggest some important reflec: 
tions fer our guidance on the present occasion. | 
not now mean to inquire into the true measure of tb 
benefits they may have rendered the country. ™ 
this respect, I should be found to. differ from so” 
of my honorable friends on this side of the hous 
especially as to the Jast bank of the United States 
which I believe was the author of full as inuch ¢¥! 
as good to the nation. But, admit their benefits " 
the public to have been as great as. their, warm 
champions have at any time, claimed for them, J* 





history of the country. Both of them, at the exp! 
ration of their charters, went down amid a storm" 
public odium and indignation, sinking millions , 
the national capital in the convulsive struggles ° 
their dissolution, and obliterating for a time ever 
sense of the benefits they may have rendered to t 








fore, assert the disputed power of congress in. this 


country in the deep feeling of political hostility ° 
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were the object. To avoid the recur- 
f similar mischiefs, hereafter, the institution 
roposed to be created must be founded on dif- 
principles. You must. especially avoid the 
sin in the charters of the two former 
banks, by planting. this on constitutional ground 
not. liable. to plausible objection, and by abstain. 
--« in its.organization, from any violation of 
the soverel nty of the states, or gratuitous offence 
to state pride. You must change its character. In- 
stead of a commercial, trading, speculating, stock- 
jobbing bank, you must make it what its name im- 

ris—a fiscal bank—charged primarily with the 
collection, transmission and disburseiment of the pub- 
lie revenue, but.exerting incidentally an important 
and salutary influence on the general currency of the 
country. . In short, sir, 1 would have it as unlike.as 


rence o 


possible the late bank of the United States. 1 would, 


rofit of the sober suggestions of such financiers as 
{r. Gallatin. and. Mr. Appleton, who, in their late 
ublications on the subjectof the currency, have laid 


» the country under obligations to their wisdom and 
» patriotism. 


| acknowledge, sir, with pleasure, the many valu- 
able improvements and new. securities engrafted 


' upon the bill now before us by. the secretary of the 


treasury and by the honorable senator from Ken- 
tucky, (Mr. Clay). With that distingnished sena- 
tor, { heartily concur in the exclusion from the bill 
of the suggested application of the fourth instalment 
of the surplus revenue of 1836 to a subscription for 
stock in the bank on behalf of the states. With 
him, too, I cordially concur in the propriety of cut- 
ting off, by the restriction he proposes, the possibi- 


' lity of any transactions of a business character be- 


tween the bank here and members of congress or 
officers of the government. A similar exclusion of 
the officers of the bank; the. provisions for a large 
publicity in regard to the condition, operations and 
accounts of the bank; the narrower limitation than 
usual imposed on the amount of loans and dis- 
counts; and last, though not least, the non-renew- 
ability of notes and other evidences. of debt dis- 
counted, (though I should have preferred a much 
shorter term than one hundred and eighty days for 
them to run)—all these are great merits in the ori- 
ginal plan of the secretary or the amendments of the 


' senator irom Kentucky. But yet one thing remains 
' of infinitely higher importance, in my humble judg- 
- ment, than all the rest, to conciliate the public con- 


fidence and support, and to secure to this new in- 
stitution a career of extended, useful and harmoni- 
Ous Operation. Assert. no odious or questior.able 
Do not implant in it, at its 

irth, a principle of contestation and force. * Let it 
have the free and consentaneous support of all the 


| elements of our mixed institutions—-of state and 


of federal power harmoniously blended, | Thus, 
and thus only, will it become, what all must wish 
lo see it,a national, and not a party institution, 
shielded by public opinion from those fierce _politi- 
cal storms which. marred the usefulness and finally 
overwhelmed in violent convulsions both of its pre- 
decessors. 

Mr, Cray, of Kentucky, addressed the senate as 
follows: . 

I regret extremely that the senator from Virginia 
(Mr. Rives) has felt himself constrained, by a sense 
of duty, to submitthis amendment. Nc good, no- 
thing, I fear, but unmixed. mischief, can come out 
of it, although [ am quite sure this is far from the 
intention of the senator. The people want at our 
hands a bank, areal, old-fashioned. bank—such an 
one as they and their fathers have tried and expe- 
rienced the benefits of. Now the institution, the 
proper organization of which we are considering, is 
to be a national bank or a local bank. If it is to be 
anational bank, we have the power to make it, or 
We have not. If we have the power, if the states 
have already consented in the constitution, to the es- 
tablishment of a national bank, no further or other 
consent from them is necessary. Indeed, if they 
have not already given their assent in the constitu- 
tion, they cannot give it in any mode other than 
that which the instrument itself prescribes, accord- 
ing to which there must be the concurrence of three- 
fourths of the states. This, I think, is too clear for 
arguinent. If we have no power to make an undis- 
guised national bank, we ought not to attempt it. 
Ye ought not to seek to accomplish indirectly 
What we are not authorised or forbidden to do di- 
reclly. This District of ten miles square was plac- 
€d under the jurisdiction of the general governinent 
that the federal authorities might govern it, not that, 
y means of the ioeal jurisdiction, the whole union 
should be governed or controlled. We ought not 
fo apply a power granted for one purpose to the 
allaiument of another purpose, for which it ia not 
frantec. I do not think, then, that we can estab- 
ish a local bank, and impart to it national faculties 
functions. But the bank which the senator from 


Virginia proposes is, manifestly, a mere local bank 
ofthe District of Columbia. The senator might 
have spared himself some titoe in proving the pow- 
er of congress to establish such a bank. here can 
be no doubt of the existence of sucha power. It 
has been again and again exercised, in the charter- 
ing of the Bank of Washington, the Bank of the 
Metropolis, the Patriotic and. other banks. Any 
one.of those banks might have asked the. permis- 
sion of a state to establish a branch within its. bor- 
ders, .The bank under consideration, if amended 
as. proposed, would not essentially differ from them, 
except in the magnitude of its capital and the inte- 
rest which the government takes init... 

|} Assuming the existence of the power asa settled 
and legitimate power, it ought to be exercised for 
the benefit of the whole union; and it ought to be so 
exercised, without soliciting any further. consent 
from the states. If it be a federal power—if it be 


ground of,principle can we place our justification 
for not exercising the power, without the previous 
consent of the states, to be expressed hereafter in 
separate acts?—And if we established the rale that, 
prior to the exercise of the constitutional power to 
establish a bank, we must obtain the consent of the 
states, what are the limitations, if any, to the rule? 
Must we not ask the previous consent of the states 
in every instance of the exercise of powers grant- 
ed in the constitution to the federal government?— 
If we propose to establish a post office or a -mail 
route, in.a state, or to lay and collect taxes, or to 


government, must we not solicit the previous con- 
sent of the states? 


exercise the power, if we have it, to establish a na- 
tional bank; that, forbearance to exercise is no 
abandonment of the power; and that, if Ais bank 
does not work well we can hereafter resume the 
power and make another bank. 
that, in consenting to make such a bank as he pro- 
poses, we do forbear to exercise the power to es- 
tablish a national bank; for there is quite as much 
difference between his bank and a national, as there 
is between any other Jocal bank; any state bank, 
and a. national bank. Just as much difference as 
there is between.a bank of the District of Columbia 
and a bank of the United States. As a general pro- 
position, it may be true that forbearance to exer- 
cise power is not tantamount to the surrender of 
the power. But there may be, on the other hand, 
acase of such marked and peculiar. character that 
the voluntary forbearance ty exercise agiven power 
amounts to a virtual surrender of that power. And 
I think the bank question is such a case. It has 


ec. During the last eight or ten years the contest 
has been conducted with the greatest zeal and ear- 
nestness, not tosay bitterness. ‘The defeated party» 
not much short of a moiety of the nation, stoutly 
nies, as aparty, the power. Now, if the triumphant 
party, at the close of the contest, refuses to exercise 
the power, will it not be hereafter construed as a 
virtual or implied relinguishment of the power? If 
that. party, moreover, declining to exercise the pow- 
er, puts forth in lieu, but in the name of a national 
bank, a rickety, imbecile, incompetent local bank, 
which, I think, cannot fail to disappoint the hopes 
and expectations of the people, how could you af- 
terwards resume the relinquished power? Why, 
the people would become so disgusted with the ve- 
ry name of a bank of the United States, that they 
would not allow you to resume the power. The 
senator tells us that if his experiment fail, we may 
then make a bank after the ofd model. Why, sir, 
what have we been struggling against for the last 
eight years? Experiment after experiment, until 
our country has been brought to the very brink of 
ruin. And, at the very moment when we have not 
merely seen land, but got, as all had hoped, into a 
safe port; when storms, and tempests, and experi- 
ments were at an end, and the bright sun of hope 
and prosperity was bursting upon our joyful vision, 
the senator from Virginia comes forward and asks 
us once more to put to sea with him on a distant 
and perilous cruise, and to try another experiment! 
The proposition which requires the consent of a 
state within whose limits a branch is placed, pro- 
ceeds upon the erroneous assumption that the 
branch is introduced for the sole benefit of a parti- 
cular state. But that is not the case. It is put 
there for the benefit of the union, including the par- 
ticular state. if the federal power to put it there 
exists, it ought to be exercised, for the common 
benefit of the union; if there be no such power, then 
the branch ought not to be elandestinely introduc- 
ed into a state. But do, Mr, President, see how 
advantage is taken of the consenting state by the 








senator’s proposed amendment. It is a part of that 


granted in the constitution, upon what possible. 


perform any other federal duty appertaining to this, 


The senator from Virginia argues that, in mak-. 
ing such a bank as he wishes, we only forbear to, 


It is. very true, 


been contested for fifty years, and variously decid-_ 


7 


amendment, that, when an office of discount and 
deposite is once established in a state with the con- 
sent of the state, “the office shall not be withdrawn 
without the assent of congress.” ‘Now, if your 
power be incompetent to plant an office of discount 
and deposite within the limits of a state without the 
consent of the state, how, after it ‘is put there, can 
you hold and maintain it there in spite of and 
against the will of the state? sree, 

[Here Mr. Rives interposed and said that, it was 
a part of the compact made between the sovereign 
state and the bank.] | 

Mr. Cray continued. Suppose it is, whence do 
you derive your authority to enforce any contract 
made between a sovereign state and a corporation? 
If you are forbidden by the constitution ‘to place a 
branch ina state, can you delegate such an authority? 
Can you, in other words, delegate what you have 
not to a corporation. Forbidden to effect an object, 
directly, can you achieve it indirectly? | 

The project of the senator from Virginia proceeds 
upon the supposition that the constitation has not 
granted any power to congress to establish a nation- 
al bank. If therefore, a branch is admitted within 
a state, itis there in virtue of the will, under the 
authority of the laws, and subject to the jurisdic: 
tion of that state. It is consequently amenable to 
and may be dealt with by, the power of the: state 
according to the pleasure of the state. — 

The senator inquired if it were not competent to 
Great Britain to admit if she pleased the establish- 
ment of a branch or office of a bank of the United 
States within her limits? Most undoubtedly she 
may; and it would be an analogous case ‘to the ad- 
mission of such a branch by a state. Upon the sup- 

osition of the admission of such, a, branch, would 
it not be subject to the parliament of Great Britain? 
Could the fact, that the corporation whose branch 
was thus received was created by a foreign’ sove- 
reignty, exert any restraint upon the power of the 
British parliament in dealing as it pleased with the 
alien or emigrant branch which it had thus receiv- 
ed? The branch located within the state by ‘the 
consent of the state, to all intents and purposes 
would be a local institution, governed by the local 
laws. That, I think, would be the case of any 
branch unconditionally admitted by the legislature 
of a state. But if you organize a bank within 
this District, and in the terms of its charter an- 
nounce to the states that branches can Only be ad- 
mitted within their limits by their consént and au- 
maysis you necessarily invoke the several states 
to deliberate on the question of admission which 
they are thus called upon to decide. “And if they 
may consent or not consent, according to their op- 
tion, they may consent absolutely or upun’ ‘condi- 
tious, according to the views which they may hap- 
pen to take, not of the interest of the whole union, 
but, of their several communities. ‘Thus a power 
which, if it exist, beyond all question was delegat- 





de- | 





ed for the general good, and to be exercised by the 
senate and house of representatives of the United 
States in congress assembled, isdevolved upon each 
of twenty-six state sovereignties, to be executed 
according to their respective opinions of the inte- 
rests of each of them. 

And can it be doubted that the consent of the se- 
veral states (if indeed any of them did consent) 
would be coupled with various restrictions and 
conditions, according to what they might deem best 
for their several communities? The taxing power 
would probably be insisted upon by all of them. 

The bank would be told, yes, you may establish 
a branch, but you must pay the same tax that the 
local banks are subject tu. We cannot receive a 
stranger within our borders and let him fare better 
than the natives. And who could -withstand the 
force of that argument before the people of any 
state in the union? Other conditions.-would be 
sought to be imposed; such as the nature of the bu- 
siness to be transacted by the branch, the rates of 
exchange, the denomination of notes, the partici- 
pation of the state authorities in the direction, &c. 
A fruitful source of contention, in some. states, 
would be the place of location of the branch; just as 
we have seen the terminus or commencement of a 
canal, or rail road or Macadamized road, distracting 
and agitating a whole state. 

Another question of great importance would be 
the degree of legal protection which the branches 
would enjoy in the several states which might ad- 
mit them. ‘Concede the power of congress'to es- 
tablish a national bank, and the right to ‘protect its 
existence and its operations necessarily results to 
congress. Deny that power, and it must be wholly 
dependent upon the states. “he committee have 
inserted in this bill adequate provisions to ‘punish 
counterfeiters of the issues of the bank, and its of- 
ficers, agents and servants, who-may embezzle its 
funds. These provisions are valid’ and: will be ef- 
fectual, on the supposition of the existence, inthe 
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federal government, of a power to establish a na- 
tional bank; but, if no such per ot exist, or if exist- 
ing, you forbear to execute it, these provisions will 
lose all their foree and efficacy. For congress can- 
not, if it is not atithorised fo establish, or does not 
mean to establish a national bank, pass penal laws 


mise in which he gets all and gives nothing! We 
were extremely glad, Mr. President, to find the 
honorable senator, although under another respec- 
table flag, uniting with the whigs to bring atout 
that great change in the administration of the ge- 
neral. government which commenced on the 4th of 


operating beyond the territory of this District. The | March last. Some of us indulged the hope that, 


enactment of pehal legislation, operating to deprive 
a inan of life or liberty, is the.highest imaginable 
exercise of human authority. Congress cannot ex- 
tent its protection of the banks of the District of 
Columbia beyond the limits of the District into the 
limits of the states. These alone must afford them | 
protection, or they would there have no legal pro- 
tection. Now, what would be the condition of this. 
fiscal bank as. to crimes committed against ii in the 
states? In the states admitting branches? In the 

states refusing the admission of branches? | 

_ My friend from Virginia has argued to prove 
that congress possesses the power to make such a 
bank as this is; that when it is brought into exist- 
ence by the authority of congress, its corporate ca- | 
pacity is complete; and that congress may invest it 
with the privilege of contracting with the states 
for the introduction of its branches. When intro-. 
duced, he thinks the purposes of its institution may 
be accomplished. ‘These is no doubt, J repeat, that 
congress. may create such a bank; but it is, never- 
theless, nothing more nor less than a bank of the 
District of Columbia. If it should have any exte- 
rior action, through officers or agencies situate be- 
yond the District, that exterior action would not 
result from the legislation of congress, but from the 
legislation of the states by which their consent was 
granted to establish these offices or agencies within 
their limits. And. the states would have just as 
much. a right to allow of these offices or agencies, 
whether there was any grant from congress or not 
to the corporation, in its charter, to establish them. 
For there can be no doubt, I presume, that the 
bank of the Metropolis might now establish such 
an office or agency in any state that would permit, 
notwithstanding the silence of its charter on that 
subject. The Pennsylvania Bank of the United 
States, it has been understood, has or had ifs agen- 
cies in other etates, which must have depended 
solely upon the toleration of their laws. 

No amendment to the charter, made by the com- 
mittee, has commanded from the senator from Vir- 
ginia warmer commendation than that which denies 
to the parent bank all power of discounting with- 
in the District, and compels it to transact that part 
of the business.of banking, through its offices, be- 
youd the District. Considered as a national bank 
with branches, emanating from and protected with- 
in the states by the national authority, [ think that 
feature is worthy of abl the senator’s admiration.— 
But if it is to be regarded asa mere District bank, 
springing from the power of local Jegislation posses- 
sed by ‘congress, it would be certainly a most ano- 
gqialeus, if not ridiculous feature. In this view of it, 
congress will have made, in virtue of its local pow- 
er of legisiation, a great District bank, which is 
stript of all essential power of banking within the 
District, and transacts all of its important business 
beyond the boundaries of the District. We shall 
bave made a sort of mnonster, indeed, with a body 
destitute of life, animation or action where it abides, 
but which may thrown out all around it into the 
states its long and huge paws or branches to con- 
duct the most extensive operations there! Mr. Pre- 
sident, is this such a national bank as the people of 
the United States expect from congress? 

The senator from Virginia has invoked a spirit 
of concession, compromise and conciliation in our 
deliberations. I believe, sir, that I have not been 
heretofore found wanting in yielding to the influ- 
ence of such a spirit. But there are some cases of 
principle which admit of no compromise, and [ fear 
that this isone. The question is a national bank 
or no nationa} bank, constitutionally or unconstitu- 
tionally, power or no power. How are these op- 
posite properties or qualities to be reconciled or 
compromised? . These is no mean or middle term. 
If yon establish a really national bank, emanating 
from, sustained and protected by the power of con- 
gress, and operating within the states without their 
consent or control, those who deny the existence of 
the constitutional power of congress to construct 
such an institution are dissatisfied and think they are 
called upon to yield every thing. And, on the other 
band, if you establish a mere District bank, with 
branching powers in the states dependent upon 
their will, the friends of the constitutional power 
of congress think that you mock the people with an 
incompetent institution, and call upon them to sur- 
render every thing. 

And this, it seems to me, is the sort of conces- 
sion or compromise which the senator from Virgi- 
nia galls upon us tou make—a concession of every 


profiting by the illustrious example of his lamented 
neighbors, Jefferson, Madison and Monroe, he 
might come to the conclusion that the bank power 
was no longer an open or disputable question; but, 
if he could not agree with them and us, we. hoped 
that other instances, on important measures, of con- 
currence of opinion between us, might compensate 
for this sole difference. For one, i was disposed 
to leave the senator in the undisturbed possession. 
of his opinion, boping that, if he could not unite 
with us in establishing an effectual national bank, 
we might do without his vote on that question.— 
But I would-ask him if it be kind or right'in him 
to seek to distnrb us in the quiet enjoyment of our 
opinions? Ifhe cannot come to the twenty-six or 
twenty-seven whig senators, who believe that con- 
‘gress has the constitutional power to establish a na- 
tional bank, ought he to endeavor to drag them to 
him?. Is not such a process against all the laws of 
gravitation? 

[Here Mr. Rives said the amendment he pro- 
aa was reported by the secretary of the trea- 
sury. 

That is true, and the senator is entitled to all the 
benefit he can derive from that fact. I feel quite 
sure, however that the secretary does not entertain 
a different opinion of the constitutional power of 
congress from ours. I must, then, entreat the se- 
nator from Virginia to forbear pressing his amend- 
ment, and, if he cannot give up his own peculiar 
opinion, to leave us in the undisturbed enjoyment 
of our long-cherished convictions. 

fle thinks, indeed, that the bank power is a ques- 
tion not so firmly settled, by repeated decisions, as 1 
have supposed it to be. Why, sir, how stands the 
matter? Twenty-seven years ago, Mr. Madison 
considered and treated it asa settled question. Af- 
ter that, a new bank of the United States was esta- 
blished, which lasted twenty years. During its ex- 
istence, two decisions of the supreme court of the 
United States, (the bank with the state of Ohio, and 
McCullough vs. Maryland, involving the taxing and 
penal powers of the states), one, if not both, unani- 
mously pronounced, affirmed the existence of the 
power. In congress, in 1832, a bill passed by con- 
siderable majorities to recharter the bank. Public 
opinion, in all the various modes of its manifesta- 
tion, in legislative assemblies and in popular meet- 
ings, has proclaimed the constitutionality and ex- 
pediency of a national bank. It is.not trae that the 
re-election of gen. Jackson was a decision adverse 
to the bank power; for, in his veto of the recharter, 
he admitted the utility of a bank, and stated that, 
if applied to, he could have furnished a plan. He 
was voted for, therefore, by large numbers—in my 
personal knowledge, he was by many—under a full 
expectation that, if re-elected, a national bank would 
be established. In the case of Mr. Van Buren’s 
election, the single question of bank or no bank was 
not fairly putin issue. It was mixed up with others; 
and one, if not two of his competitors, were not un- 
derstood to be unconditionally in favor of the power. 

It has been argued that we must incorporate this 
amendment in the charter, and pass it in that form, 
or we shall get no bank; and allusions have been 
distinctly made to opinions entertained elsewhere. 
I do not think that it is compatible with the respect 
whieh is due to the chief magistrate, or to the dig- 
nity and independence of the senate, to make such 
allusions, Whatever inferences gentlemen may 
have felt themselves at liberty to draw, I ain per- 
fectly confident that the president has given autho- 
rity to no one to say how, in a given contingency, 
he would act. Such a gratuitous intimation, in ad- 
vance, on a question of euch delicacy and difficulty, 
I think 1 au. not mistaken when I say his sense of 
official propriety would restrain him from making. 
And my confidence in the patriotism and honor of 
the president, and in his devotion to the cause which 
brought him into power, is so great, that I feel per- 
fectly persuaded that he cannot fail to look at any 
measure. which congress may mature, and present 
to his consideration, with an anxious desire, if he 
can, to conform his judgment to that of the legisla- 
tive department. [I will not, for the reason already 
assigned, advert to the facts and circumstances on 
which I indulge hope, and from which I draw infer- 
ences variant from those which have been express- 
ed, 

But, sir, is it quife certain that such a bank as 
the senator from Virginia would alone make it real- 
ly better than no bank? All must feel that the bank 
controversy has had sufficient duration and sufficient 
bitterness. It should be the desire of all to see it 





thing on our side, and nothing on his—a compro. | 





3 a 
terminated, and harmony once more restored, jf n 
forever, at least for a period of twenty years, Pie 
an old fashioned bank, with only such improve 
ments as experience has clearly demonstrated to j, 
hecessary; such a hank as the people want and do 
mand; such as the committee have reported, and I 
believe, in less than six months, that we shall have 
on this subject tranquillity and acquiescence. Fo, 
sir, notwithstanding threats by our political oppo. 
nents to attempt to repeal a charter, passed hy ma. 
jorities according to all the requirements of the coy. 
stitution, I do not believe that, if it should pass, the 
are going before the intelligent people of the Unite, 
States upon such a question. I think their sobe, 
second thoughts will restrain them from makiy 
such an appeal to the moral judgment of mankind 
But if they do, itis impossible for me to doubt the 
issue of such a contest. 

Are we sure that if we passa bank, whose opera. 
tions are wholly dependent upon the separate move. 
ment of twenty-six states, we shall secure the de. 
sired repose? I fear not. I fear that such an ingjj. 
tution will be but the commencement of our bank 
troubles; be but the vestibule of the bank controver. 
sy. We shall throw among the people a new apple 
of discord. All the old prejudices against a bank 
will be revived, and they will be aggravated ang 
augmented by the new questions and new issieg 
with which this perilous scheme is surrounded,— 
Can power be derived to the general government, 
directly or indirectly, by the consent of a state? 
Shall the states consent to the admission of branches) 
With or without conditions? Shall they be receiy. 
ed without being liable to the same tax as the local 
banks pay? Shall the bank be allowed to plant them 
wherever it pleases in a state or at a city, to be de. 
signated by the legisiature?) These and other ques. 
tions may agitate and distract this people from 
Maine to Louisiana. They will absorb all other 
political questions, and, I apprehend, completely 
engross the public mind. I tremble at the conse. 
quences, and no man can foresee the final issue of 
such a tremendous struggle. 

What is to be done in this unpleasant state of 
things? The path of duty lies broad, clear and 
straight before us. We have convictions, strong 
and unshaken convictions, of what ought to be done. 
And these convictions coincide with the opinions 
and the wishes of the people. The theory of our 
government, the spirit of all free institutions, and 
the genious of liberty inculcate that the legislative 
and executive departments of government should 
be independent and uncontrolled in their respective 
spheres of action, the one by the other. Can we 
give up our deliberate judgments to mere presump- 
tion of what may be the judgment of others? No, 
sir; that is too great a sacrifice to ask of indepen- 
dent freemen, representing independent and en- 
lightened freemen. Our true course is, to mature 
the measure, according to all the lights of our un- 
derstanding, and to the deliberate dictates of our 
best judgments, and transmit it as perfect as, in our 
consciences, we can make it, to the co-ordinate 
branch of the government. Upon receiving it, his 
duties, his responsibility, his rights will accrue; 
and, among thein, the most precious is, that of ex- 
amining the measure with all the freedom and inde- 
pendence which belong to his high station. 

Let us hope for concurrence between the two de- 
partments of government; but if there should not be 
their disagreement will not be the greatest of public 
calamities—a greater would be a voluntary surren- 
der of sacrifice of the conscientious judgment and 
constitutional independence of the one to the other. 
If, after both have acted, there should be any de- 
velopment of a difference of opinion between them, 
the exact point of difference will be seen; and then, 
in a spirit of mutual liberality and concession, some 
measure may possibly be devised which will obvi- 
ate all difficulties. I will not anticipate any disa- 
greement in opinion between the legislative and ex- 
ecutive authorities; but if it should unfortunately 
occur, it will not be the first instance of the kind, 
nor upon this bank subject, in our history. If, 
the midst of a disastrous war, president Madison 
and congress could not agree as to the proper orga 
nization of a bank of the United States, and theif 
disagreement did not seriously affect the public in- 
terests, surely, if, unfortunately, we must, I hope 
we may differ in a season of profound peace, in re- 
spect to the proper constitution of such an instit"- 
tion, without the infliction of any irremediable evil 
upon our country. 

Mr. Preston, following Mr. Cray, said: I most 
earnestly hope, Mr. President, that the amendment 
proposed by the senator from Virginia will receive 
the sanction of this body. I have given to it all the 
reflection which its importance demand, and it '8 
the clear conviction of my judgment that, all © 
cumstances considered, we ought to concur in I!$ 
adoption. 
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in the consideration of this subject, it is indispen- 

ple to look at the position in which the majority 

oa jaced, and to be governed in our decision by 
“ F tical results rather than by theoretical opinions. 
Pr What, sir, are the circumstances by which we are 
surrounded? After a struggle unexampled in the 
history of parties, in which, for a series of years, 
opposing principles were arrayed against each other, 
the jast battle has been fought and the victory won; 
the people have pronounced the condemnation of 
those measures which have’ been here so long and 
strenuously resisted; and it now becomes our duty 
to carry their will into effect. 
The incompetency of the state banks to subserve 
the purposes of the government, equalize exchanges, 
and furnish a currency of uniform value throughout 
the union, was brought in the late canvass promi- 
nently before the people, and urged with great abi- 
jity; and, although the inclination of my judgment 
was in favor of a fair experiment of this system un- 
der propitious circumstances, it seem to be the opi- 
nion of high authority that the people have pro- 
nounced its condemnation. ; 

That the sub-treasury system has also been uni- 
yersally and unequivocally condemned can admit of 
no doubt. It has fallen with its own weight, and 
carried those with it who brought it into being. | 

The necessity for some bank agency in carrying 
on the commercial exchanges of the country was, 
however, among the whig party, universally admit- 
ted. I myself could not doubt it. It would be 
just as rational to forego the improvements of so- 
ciety, and adhere to the use ofan obsolete language, 
as now, in a commercial age and a commercial 
country,to adhere exclusively to a metallic curren- 
cy, and forego the facilities of banking agencies.— 
Banks, in some form, have become as Indispensabie 
to the commercial world as the atmosphere itself ig 
necessary to animal existence. 

But, although the banking agency is most cer- 
tainly demanded by the people, the form in which 
it shall be exercised may justly admit of some di- 
versity of opinion. 

In this uncertainty on a matter of detail—a mere 
question as to the best form in which the banking 
power shall be exercised—we assemble here. The 
president, in hie message, declares his readiness to 
concur in any measure indicated by the represen- 
tatives of the people, consistent with his constitu- 
tional obligations: and now to unite in some mea- 
sure for the purpose of carrying into effect the po- 
pular will, becomes our imperative duty. 

Among the means presented for ascertaining the 
best mode to carry the popular will into effect the 
recommendations of that department, specially 
charged with the general finances and currency of 
the country cannot be pretermitted. 

The senate having called upon the secretary of 
the treasury to furnish a. plan most suitable in his 
opinion, for remedying the evils of a deranged cur- 
rency, he submits his project. It comes to us, 
therefore, by the authority of law, upon our own 
requisition, and in a manner the most formal. 

The plan of the treasury, thus fairly before us, 
has received numerous and essential modifications 
by the committee to whom it has been referred, and 
to one of these modifications only the senator from 
Virginia dissents. 

In either mode, it is believed that most of the ex- 
isting evils will be remedied. Shall we hazard 
their continuance by refraining from the adoption 
of either? Is it expedient, under any circum- 
stances, to entrust the execution of measures to un- 
willing hands and adverse opinions? Will slight 
grounds justify a difference among those upon 
whose harmony and union interests of the highest 
magnitude depend? When imuch may be accom- 
plished, will it not be better to forego a possible ad- 
vantage, which can only be gained by the sacrifice 
of that unity of action between the executive and 
legislative branches of the government, upon which, 
in our complicated system, so many vital interests 
depend? 

Considering, then, the operation of the bill, as 
reported by the committee, and as proposed to be 
modified by the senator from Virginia, I cannot 
think that a case exists which would authorise a 
difference among thuse united together against a 
cotnmon evil. 

It is said, however, that the amendment proposed 
by the senator from Virginia is but a continwance 
of those experiments under which the country has 
groaned, and which have eventuated in the stagna- 
tion of commerce, the loss of property and a de- 
ranged currency. But, sir, are not many of the 
provisions of the bill, as reported by the committee, 
entirely new? Are they not, therefore, experi- 
ments? Is not the abandonment of a great commer- 
cial emporium, and the location of the mother bank 
in the District of Columbia, an experiment? Is not 
the proposed limitation of 7 per cent. dividends,and 


the application of the surplus as an vailable fund to 
supply a contingent diminution, an experiment?— 
Are there not other departures from any previous 
model, mere experiments, sanctioned, it may be, by 
our judgments now, but remaining to be tested by 
experience? Why, then, the alarmed attempted to 
be excited against another departure, not, perhaps, 

reater, or more vital than many of those which 

ave already been approved?. All concur in estab- 
lishing a bank of the United States. The existing 
difference is one of mere detail. If a probability 
exists that the currency cannot be reformed by the 
amendment proposed, are subordinate considera- 
tions to drive us from this object? 

I bring my mind to the single point? Is the ma- 
chine practical? Will it effect the objects for which 
it is designed? Who will venture to say that it will 
not? The executive branch of the government has 
given its opinion that it will. The senator from 
Virginia concurs in this opinion. [hope it will.— 
Shall I then not try for the sake of harmonv and 

ace? Should it succeed, our object is. accom- 
plished; heats and dissensions are avoided, and our 
united strength remains unimpaired. The impor- 
tance of this harmony and union is too great, in ny 
judgment, to be lightly thrown away. ‘To preserve 
it I would hazard much, endure much. 

What may not be the consequences of a different 
course?. May we not by division and contention 
among ourselves, defer, if not entirely defeat, the 
adoption of measures indispensable to the public 
prosperity, and importunately demanded at our 
hands by a suffering community? May we uot 
place the reins of power in the hands of those whose 
former policy has brought the country to the brink 
of ruin, and whose future action in the same career, 
would, if we may judge from the past, augment the 
national distress, and perpetuate the evils we have 
so long deplored? I confess, sir, I cannot contem- 
plate this contingency without dismay. I would 
consider it fraught with unutterable calamity. A 
decaying commerce, a fettered navigation, industry 
every where paralyzed, and distrust pervading the 
union are but the harbingers of ills which may now 
be entailed upon the land. To avoid these results, 
by mutual concession and liberal forbearance, 
should be regarded as a paramount duty and acom- 
mon object; and to prevent a catastrophe which will 
fill many a patriot with anguish and mortification, 
[ shall think myself justified in making aimost any 
sacrifice. 

I have said, sir, that I hoped the bill under dis- 
cussion, as modified by the senator from Virginia, 
would be productive of good. It at least comes to 
us recommended by those into whose hands have 
been committed the finances of the country. But 
suppose the worst. Let it even fail in its object. 
Shall we not have gained the benefit of experience? 
Will not the adoption of some other measure be the 
more apparent? Having made this concession to 
the scruples of the conscientious, or the fears of the 
more cautious, would vot the common feeling of 
the country rise spontaneously and irresistibly to 
the adoption of means by which stability and value 
shall be imparted to the currency of the country? 
If an institution invested with the powers of the old 
bank of the United States should be found by expe- 
rience to be the only expedient by which the essen- 
tial ends of governinent can be attained, let it, in 
the name of our common country, be adopted. But 
in the meantime, until this creative necessity shall 
be invincible and apparent, let us nof reject the 
trial of the same institution in a modified and some 
less objectionable form. 
| At an important crisis, like the present, when 
harmony and union can alone carry you triumph- 
antly to the attainment of your ends, too much mo- 
deration is, in my judgment, preferable to too much 
rashness, and wisdom dictates to all conciliation and 
forbearance. Is it not better to approach the ob- 
ject of pursuit by advances gradual but certain, 
rather than hazard an irretrievable failure by a pre- 
cipiate bound? In the consideration of this subject, 
each of us ought not to forget that there are others 
whose co-operation is not less essential than our 
own; that something is due to the Jaudable desire 
which all must feel to preserve a reputation unim- 
paired for uniformity in opinion and conduct, and 
that every generous, honorable impulse should in- 
cline us to appreciate the motive which seeks to 
preserve the moral power of an untarnished name, 
and to shun the self-abasement which is often the 
consequence of variable conduct and inconsistent 
opiuions. 

Impelled, then, by that liberality to others which, 
in like circumstances, we should desire to see ex- 
tended to ourselves, let us unite on some common 
ground, and march together in the accomplishment 
of the objects for which we are convened. 

It is for these reasons that [ am induced to give 
a cordial support to the amendinent proposed by the 





senator from Virginia. It promises the attainment 
of the objects ofa fiseal agent, and presenis a com- 
mon platform upon which ail may unite. 
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August 5. Mr. Benton presented the proceedings 
of a large and highly respectable assemblage held 
in Fauquier county, Virginia, protesting against 
the extra session as useless and uncalled for; against 
a national bank, as unconstitutional, and denying 
that it was made an issue before the people during 
the late presidential election, and maintaining that 
it was their duty to wage deadly and unceasing war 
until its repeal was effected; affirming, at the same 
time, that congress ‘had full power to repeal the 
charter whenever the majority chose to do so; also, 
against the distribution of the proceeds of the pub- 
lic lands, against an increase of the tariff, and 
against a national debt; and giving thanks to the 
democratic members for their patriotic exertions 
during the present session in endeavoring to resist 
those measures. 

Mr. Benton expressed his full concurrence in the 
sentiments expressed in the document, and he was 
prepared to show, when the proper time came, that 
more decisions had been made against the constitu- 
tionality of a national bank than in its favor. If 
gentlemen wished to express their opinions on this 
subject, they could have an opportunity to do so. 
He would move to lay the document on the table, 
and that it be printed. 

Mr. Archer had no objections to the printing. 
He would not discuss the subject, as this was not 
the proper time; when that time came he should be 
prepared to give his opinions on some of the senti- 
inents contained in the document. It had been 
said that it proceeded from a large and respectable 
portion of the citizens of Fauquier. Without, how- 
ever, denying the proposition, he would only sa 
that he had seen in a newspaper published in the 
place where the meeting was held, an express 
avowal that the whole number of persons present 
was only 33, which assertion would searcely have 
been made without a knowledge ofits truth. Three 
of the most conspicuous gentlemen in the neighbor- 
nood, who were present at the meeting, dissented 
from the leading provisions, and withdrew from the 
meeting; and yet it was proposed to send forth 
these resolutions as the sentiments of the people of 
Virginia on some of the most important questions 
that ever came before any deliberative assembly. 

Mr. Miller contended that, pending the late pre- 
sidential contest, a national bank was an issue made 
before the people. It was not a difference of men 
but of measures, and a vast majority of the people 
had decided in favor of the establishment of a na- 
tional bank. Did senators, when they spoke thus 
earnestly and strongly in favor of a repeal, mean to 
say that no faith nor trust was to be reposed in a 
solemn act of congress? If they did, in whata light 
must they present themselves before a Christian 
community and the civilized world. 


Mr. White said that the practice of printing pri- 
vate memorials had been growing since he had 
been a member of the senate until it had become 
their duty to arrest it. A great expense in that 
way was daily accumulating without any counter- 
vailing advantage to our counsels or to the public 
interest. He was willing in such cases to make a 
just discrimination, and would vote to print any 
memorial having reference to any specific and im- 
portant question of public policy pending before the 
senate, which was drawn in respectful terms and 
with a bona fide purpose. He could not, however, 
consent to print and enrol among the public docn- 
ments a paper like the present, which purported to 
be a treatise upon matters and things in general, 
most of which had passed from the consideration of . 
the senate. If the senator from Missouri wished 
the memorial referred, and, to use its own language 
in reference to the report of the secretary of the 
treasury, would “dissect” its various contents, he 
would cheerfully aid in giving the proper disposi- 
tion to the papers, but he would not contribute, by 
his vote, to give consequence to a document which 
attempted to burlesque a policy so intimately con- 
nected with the interests of his constituents as the 
tariff, by a declaration that ‘‘the south would pay it 
and the north would eat it—a document so hostile 
to the spirit of our institutions as to proclaim in ad- 
vance deadly and implacable war against the con- 
stitutional acts of congress. Mr. W. said he could 
see no merit in the present document to entitle it 
to more favor than is allowed to the large mass of 
private memorials whith are read and referred with. 
out being printed. 

Mr. Allen would ask the yeas and nays on the 





question, in order to ascertain what really was the 
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opinion of the majority—of the senate ia relation to 
the matter. If he understood the remarks of the 
senators, they went to deny, the power of congress 
to repeal laws which had been enacted by its pre- 
decessors; and the people, foiseeing the danger of 
such political heresies, had asserted the right to tell 
their agents, “If you do this act, we shall change 
our agents and their measures when we obtain a 
majority; and ‘because they thus loudly speak, 
their agents insolently arrogated to themselves the 


power to exclude. their masters from-the right of 


declaring their sentiments; and this. was the English 
of the whole matter. | alapg ; 
Mr. Clay hoped the document would not be print- 
ed. There was: no occasion for it, as the subject 
was not now before them, the bank bill having 


passed the senate. If it became a law, and the ques- 


tion of repeal was raised, he would have no objec- 
tion to the printing of soch documents, and gentle- 
men might come on with their “repeal” as soon as 
they pleased; he would, meet them on it, and they 
would be frowned down by the universal feelings 
of an indignant community. He moved to lay the 
subject on the table. ) 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, hoped the senator would 
withdraw the motion for a moment. 

Mr. Clay. I will not. 

Mr. Benton. Then I shall move to take it up 
the moment it is laid down.,. 

Mr. Clay. Well, get a majority to- sustain you, 
if you can. 

Mr. Benton. I demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays having been ordered, the vote 
stood for laying it on the table as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Bates, Berrien, Choate, Clay, of 
Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Hunting- 
ton, Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, 
Phelps, Porter, Smith, of Ind. Southard, ‘Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—21. 

NA YS—~—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Nicholson, Smith, of Connecticut, 
Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—20. 

r. Benton. IL now move to take it up, and give 
notice to the senate, that I will move the proposi- 
tion every morning during the session, till itis taken 
up. He was proceeding to speak of the subject, 
when | 

Mr. Clay called the senator to order, 

Mr. Benton. Take down the words. 

Mr. Clay. I will take down no words. I make 
the point of order. The member has no right to 
discuss the merits of the question. 

Mr. Benton. Ican only say that I consider this 
attempt the most portentous 

Mr. Clay. 1 call the senator to order. 

Mr. Benton. Take down the words. Take down 
the words. 

Mr, Clay. The point of order is that ona propo- 
sition to take up, or lay on the table, it is not in 
order to discuss the merit of the subject. 

Mr. Lian would like to know the nature of this 
case. The senator from Missouri, (Mr. Benton), 
had moved to print the paper. The senator from 
Kentucky (Mr. Clay) had moved to lay the matter 
on the table. Now he considered this motion re- 
lating to the question then before them, which was 
the motion to print. This had been laid on the ta- 
ble, and the papers now remained before them, open 
to discussion. He appealed to the president, if that 
was not the case. ’ 

The president so understood it, that it was the 
motion to print which had been laid on the table, 
and this carried with it the paper also. 

Mr. Calhoun said the question was still on the 
memorial; that was not disposed of, and the senator 
had a right to speak at large on the subject. 

Mr. Walker said the chair had decided different- 
ly on another occasion. The motion to print, being 
laid on the table, did not carry the paper with it. 
The case of abolition petitions was precisely analo- 

ous. 

» The president drew a marked distinction in the 
case of abolition petitions, and that before them.— 
The motion to receive in the one case was ordered 
to lie; here, the paper has been received and enter- 
tained, ‘ : 

Atter some further discussion, in which excite- 
ment was inanifested, by Messrs. Calhoun, Clay and 
Benton. , 

Mr. Cuthbert asked, eyen granting the senator 
from Missouri to be out of order—( Mr, Benton, |] 
do not allow that)—should any thing stifle discus. 
sion? Was it fair or just? He believed that the 
subject was settled before the body, and regretted 
to see the ebullitions of passion manifested by the 
senator from Kentucky. 

Mr. Clay (bowing good humoredly). With all 
due deference to the opinions of the senator, [ think 
the ebuilitions of passion are manifested by the 


other side. 


| 





Mr. King gave his opinion, that the motion to 
print being laid on the table, did not carry the docu- 
ment with it, and that, the senator from Missouri 
had a right to discuss the subject. wal 

Mr. Benton would not take his seat until the 
chair had decided, | 

The chair had decided; if that decision was er- 
roneous, it remained for the senate to decide. 

_Mr. Phelps asked if the euliert was still debata- 
re anes the chair had decided, and no appeal was 
taken : : 


Mr. Benton appealed from the decision of the b 


chair, coe 
After some-remarks by Mr. Tappan, Mr. Clay 
moved to lay the appeal on the table. 
Mr. Benton. The yeas and nays on that motion. 
Mr. Buchanan asked the nature of the question. 
Mr, Calhoun made a point of order—that'an ap- 
peal, being a privileged question, could not-be daid 
on thetable. ~ 4 PA Sg AES ol 
Atter further conversation by Messrs. Calhoun, 
Clay, of Kentucky, and Cuthbert, it being fifteen or 
twenty minutes aftereleven, .§ .. = -. | 
Mr. Tallmadge suggested to the chair, whether, 


unfinished business. And accordingly this subject 
was then laid over. a 

Mr. Clay, of. Kentucky, from the committee on 
finance, on leave reported the house bill relating to 
duties and drawbacks, with amendments; which 
were ordered to be printed. | 

On motion of Mr. King, the bill to extend for ten 
years the charter of the Mechanic’s Relief society 
of Alexandria, was taken up, and passed. 


On motion of Mr. Merrick, the bill to revive and 
continue in force, the charters of the banks of the 
Distriet of Columbia, was taken up, the motion 
pending being to recommit the bill. | 

Mr. Mangum withdrew the motion. 

The question ‘then being on’ the third reading of 
the bill, after a few remarks by Mr. Benton in op- 
postion, and by Mr. Merrick in favor of it, it was 
carried by the following vote. 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates,’ Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Alabama, Cla¥, of Kentucky, Clayton, 
Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, Fulton, Graham, Huntington, 
Kerr, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, Phelps, Porter, Pren- 
tiss, Rives, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, Woodbury, Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, 
Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, 
Williams, Wright,—15. 

Thus the bill was passed. 

The fortification bill was taken up, the question 
being on its passage. 

After brief remarks by Messrs. Prentiss, Preston, 
Mangum and Phelps, the question was decided in 
the affirmative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bay- 
ard, Benton, Berrien, Buchanan, Choate, Clay, of Ala- 
bama, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Cuthbert, Dixon, Evans, 
Fulton, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, King, 
Linn, MeRoberts, Mangum, Merrick, Miller; More- 
head, Mouton, Phelps, Porier, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Sevier, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Sturgeon, 
Tallmadge, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbndge, 
Wright, Young—45. 

s Leh eee ee Nicholson, Pierce, W ood- 
ury—4. 

The navy pension bill was then taken up, as in 
committee of the whole. 

The motion pending was the following amend- 
ment offered by Mr. Walker to the anendment of 
Mr. Woodbury: 

‘‘And provided, also, that the pensions authorised 
under the act of 30th June, 1834, be, and the same 
are hereby, continued in force until otherwise or- 
dered by law.” 

The amendment of Mr. Woodbury was to add to 
the Ist section the following: 

**Provided that no part of this money shall be ap- 
plied to the payment of any pensions not entitled 
under the acts of congress as they existed prior to 
the year 1837.” 

Mr. Choate rose to address the senate— 

When Mr. Walker withdrew his amendment. 

Mr. Choale went into the merits of the amend- 
ment at very considerable length, in which he con- 
tended that the pensions could not now be withheld 
without manifest injustice to the pensioners, and a 
breach of faith in the government. 

Mr. Woodbury followed at some length in favor 
of his amendment, when a general debate ensued, 
in which Messrs. Huntington, Cuthbert, Evans, 
Wright and Williams participated 

Mr. Walker then moved to amend the amend- 
ment so as to read— | 

‘That all widows, or children of all naval officers, 
seamen and marines now deceased, and entitled to 
receive or make proof of their pensions under the 





act of 3d March, 1837, shall receive the sare until 


a, 
otherwise directed by law, but no widow or chiy, 
dren of. any, naval officer, seaman or marine < 
may, hereafter die, shall be entitled to any pensi . 
by virtue only of any provision in the said act.» “n 
On this motion, a debate of some length occurrey 

in.which Messrs. Sevier, Bates, Woodbury, Prentiss 
Calhoun, Walker, Mangum, Buchanan and Outhber 
took part. ? . 

,_Lhe question on the adoption of Mr. Walker, 
amendment was decided in the affirmative —yoa, 
27, nays 16. hos 
», Mr, Calhoun then moved a proviso to the follow. 
ing effect: that nothing herein contained shall be s, 
construed as to make the pensions under the act of 
1837. chargeable upon the treasury. 
. The question on this motion was decided in th 
negative—-yeas 14, nays 29, _. S 

_ Mr. Williams moved to add a proviso to the of. 
feet that no, pensioner who has received a pensio, 
for xe years shall be entitled to receive under this 
act. | : . 

On this proposition a debate ensued. in which 
Messrs. Benton, Mangum, Huntington, Pierce, Wj. 


| liams, and others, participated. 
under the rule, it was now in order, to take up the] 


And, the question being taken, the vote was as 
follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, 


of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberis, 


Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Connecticut, Walker, Wij 
liams, Woodbury, Wright, Young—17. 
_'NAYS—Messrs: Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mangum, 
Merrick; Miller, Morehead Porter, Preston,’ Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tallmadge, 
White, Woodbridge—26. mA 

- -Mr..Williams then moved to amend the bill, by 
adding as a third section the following: 

See. 3. Be it enacted, That an act entitled ‘an act 
for the more equitable administration of the nay 
pension fund,” passed 3d March, 1837, be and the 
same is hereby repealed; and that the amount of 
pensions for disabilities, and to widows, and chil- 
dren of officers, seamen and marines, shall: be regu- 
lated by the pay of the navy as.it was on the Ist 
May, 1836, and commence when the proof estab. 
lishing the pension shall be completed. 

And this question was pending when the senate 
adjourned, after a session of nearly seven hours. 


August 6. The unfinished business of yesterday 
morning was taken up, being in relation to the pro- 
ceedings and resolutions of the meeting of citizens 
of Fauquier county, Virginia, presented by Mr. 
Benton. 

The question pending, was on the motion of Mr. 
Clay, made yesterday, to lay on the table the ap- 
peal from the decision of the chair, which was ta- 
ken by Mr. Benton. 

A discussion on points of order, by various sena- 
tors, arose, and was protracted sometime beyond 
the expiration of the morning hour, and then laid 
over till to-morrow. 


Mr. Huntington, from the committee on com- 
merce, reported the following joint resolution: 

Resolved by the senate and house of representatives of 
the United States of America in congress assembled, 
That the secretary of the treasury be, and he is hereby 
authorised to cause the light-boat now stationed at 
Sandy Hook to be removed, and to be placed near 
Bartlett’s reef in Long Island Sound; and to cause the 
light-boat now at Bartlett's reef to be removed and 
placed near Execution rocks in Long Island Sound. 

The navy pension bill was then taken up, and 
after a brief discussion on the amendment offered 
by Mr. Williams, of Maine, relating to the intro- 
duction of a third section, going to repeal the act of 
1337, and making the amount of pensions to wi- 
dows and children of officers, seamen and marines 
regulated by the pay of the navy as it was in May, 
1836, in which Messrs. Mangum, Walker and Wil- 
liams participated. 

The question was then taken on its adoption, 
and decided in the negative: yeas 19, nays 28. 


Mr. Calhoun then moved an amendment, to strike 
out all after the word “‘now,” and insert a provision 
that the widows and children of officers, seamen 
and marines, now on the pension roll, under the 
act of 1837, shall receive their pensions until other- 
wise directed by law; but none shall be hereafter 
added to the roll, under said act or any other, ex- 
cept those of April 23, 1800, and January 24, 1813, 
and the second section of the act of 4th March, 
18] 

r. C. said it must be admitted on all hands that 
the pension law of 1837 was not only wrong in 
principle, but a fraud.on the pension fund; and 
went on to show the defects of the law and the 
abuses which had crept in under it, 

The question having been taken on the amend- 
ment, it was negatived: yeas 20, nays 21, 

Mr. Buchanan then offered an amendment, which 
was adopted, to strike out the words “until other 
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“nn directed by law,” and ivsert ‘‘until the close of 
the next session of congress.” 

And the bill was then ordered to be engrossed. 

The bili from the house, “‘to appropriate the pro- 
ceeds of the sales.of the public lands, and to grant 
pre-emption rights,” was taken up. 

Mr. Smith, of Ind. chairman of the committee on 

ublic lands, rose and addressed the senate for up- 
wards of two hours, presenting the subject in a 
clear and strong point of view. After Mr. 8. had 
concluded, Mr. Linn suggested the propriety of now 
offering the amendments, and perfecting the oill, 
before further discussion. —__ 

Mr. Archer expressed a desire to address the se- 
nate on the land question, but in consequence of 
the hour, anid'there being nominations. to be acted 
on, he movedto go into executive’ session; which 
motion was adopted; and, after remaining some time 
therein, the senate adjourned. OW os ; 

August 7. Mr. Buchanan presented a memorial 
from dealers in coarse woollens, asking that coarse 
wool may be exempted from duty. = 

Also, from citizens of the city and county of Phi- 
jadelphia, asking that soda ash and bleaching pow- 
der be admitted free of duty. As those articles 
were excepted, he would move to lay the memo- 
rial ‘on the table. 


The senate then proceeded to the discussion of 
the point of order, the question pending being an 
appeal taken by Mr. Calhoun from a decision of the 
chair, that'a motion to lay an appeal on the table 
was in order. 

On this question a debate of very considerable 
length ensued, in which Messrs. Clay, Calhoun, 
Evans, Bayard, Prentiss, Walker, Clayton, Buchan- 
an, Linn, King, and others participated, 

The question was then put, ‘shall the chair be 
sustained?’? and resulted as follows: : 

YEAS—Messrs. Clay, of Kentucky,Clayton, Evans, 
Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Simmons, Tall- 


mad 9. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Barrow, Bayard, 
Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuth- 
bert, Fulton, Graham, Henderson, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Se- 
vier, Smith, of Connecticut, Smith, of Indiana, Stur- 

eon, ‘Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wiight, 
oung—30. 

The next question was, whether, after a subject 
had been laid on the table, the motion to take it up 
was debatable. 

Mr. Clay made a point of order, contending that 
it was not debatable, and had called Mr. Benton 
to order on a preceeding day when about to give 
his reasons for taking up a document. 

Mr. King contended that a senator, under the 
rules, might, to a limited extent, give his reasons 
for wishing to take up a paper that liad been laid on 
the table. 

Mr. Clay said if that rule were to prevail there 
would be no limit to debate on the subject. 

Mr. Clayton said if the motion to take up could 
be debated even to a limited extent, then the mo- 
tion to lay on the table, which precluded debate, 
wonld be a mere nullity. 

This question was also debated at length, when 
the senate decided that it was not bebatable, by 
the following vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Huntington, Mangum, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head,-Vhelps, Porter, Preston, Rives, Simmons, Smith, 
of Ind. Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—25. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, Mou- 
ton, Nicholson, Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, ‘Tappan, 
Walker, Woodbury, Wright, Young——15. 

The question then reverted to the original deci- 
sion of the chair, that a motion to lay the motion 
to print on the table carried the subject with it, on 
which Mr. Benton had appealed. After some con- 
siderable discussion, the following was put on re- 
cord: 

The president pro tempore announced to the se- 
nate that the question raised by the senator from 
Missouri (Mr. Lian) did not, in his opiaion, pro- 
perly arise on the motion of his colleague (Mr. Ben- 
ton) to take up the motion to print, and was, there- 
fore, not necessarily to be decided. And the deci- 
sion stated on the journal of Thursday, as having 
been made on that question, was not intended as a 
general parliamentary rule, but was founded on 
the pec abit staté of the question, supposing that 
the paper had been actually laid upon the table by 
the practice of the senate, as a matter of course, 
and thereupon the appeal was withdrawn, 

The navy pension bill was then read a third time 
and passed. 

And then the senate adjourned. 


August 9. Mr. Choate presented a memorial ask- 
ing that clloride of lime might not be subject to 


| increase or dimunition during the four years from 


The resolution submitted by Mr. Linn some days 
since, requiring the president to give notice to the 
British government, agreeably to the convention of 
1827, putting an end to the treaty for the joint oc- 
cupation of Oregon, was taken up, when Mr. Linn 
announced his intention to offer some few remarks 
on the subject either to-morrow or next day; mean- 
time, he would request that it be passed over in- 
formally, which was acquisced in. 
| The resolution submitted by Mr. Clay, of Alab. 
relating to the appointment of additional clerks in 
the land office, and the grounds on which they were 
appointed, &c. was taken up, and discussed at 
length by. Messrs. Smith, of Indiana, Clay, of Alab. 
Linn, Preston, and Benton; when Mr. Preston of- 
fered the following amendment which was accept- 
ed, as a modification by Mr, Clay: 

“And the same information, with regard to such 


1829, the four 
from 1837.” 

The debate was further continued by Messrs. 
Buchanan, Smith, of Indiana, King, Preston, and 
others, but before coming to any decision on the 
resolution, it was on motion of Mr. Smith, of Ind. 
laid upon the table. 

The senate then proceeded to the consideration 
of the order of the day, being the bill to appro- 
propriate for a limited. period the proceeds of the 
public. lands. 

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Ind. several amend- 
ments of the committee were adopted. 

Mr. Walker moved the following amendment, to 
be added to the fifth section: 

‘And be it further enacted, That the two per 
ceut. of the nett proceeds of the land sold by the 
United States in the state of Mississippi since the 
Ist December, 1817, or that may hereafter be sold 
under the act entitled ‘an act to enable the people 
of the western part of Mississippi territory to form 
a coustitution and state government, and for the 
admission of such state into the union on an 
equal footing with the original states,’ and all 
acts supplementary thereto, reserved for the mak- 
ing of a road or roads leading to said state, be, and 
the same is hereby relinquished to the state of Mis- 
Sissippi, payable on the Ist day of May after the 
passage of this act, so far as the same may then have 
accrued, and quarterly payable, as the same may ac- 
crue, after said period: Provided, That the legisla- 
ture of said state shall first pass an act declaring 
their acceptance of said relinquishment in full of 
said fund, accrued and accruing; and, also, embrac- 
ing a provision to be unalterable without the con- 
sent. of congress, that the whole of said two. per 
cent. fund shall be faithfully applied to the con- 
struction of a rail road leading from Brandon, in the 
state of Mississippi, to the eastern boundary of said 
state, in the direction as near as may be, of the 
towns of Salina, Cahawba and Montgomery, in the 
state of Alabama.”’ 

This was debated at some length by Messrs. 
Walker, Clay, of Alabama, and King, in support, 
and opposed by Messrs. Evans, White and Smith, 
of Indiana. _It was then adopted: yeas 22, nays 21. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then moved an amend- 
ment to the same effect in relation to Alabama. 

Which was rejected: yeas 20, nays 22. 

Mr. Calhoun offered the following amendment, 
to be added to the end of the second section: 

‘Provided, That nothing hereing contained shall 


years from 1833, and the four years 


others, interested in the trade and prosperity of the 
whole country generally, and particularly of the 
western states, very numerously signed, in favor of 
the improvement of the navigation of the Ohio ri- 
ver, at the falls, by the construction of a canal on 
the Indiana side of the river. Laid on the table, 
On motion of Mr. Evans, two hundred copies of 
honse bill relating to duties und drawbacks were 
ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Benion moved to take up the document pre- 
sented by him some mornings since, containing the 
proceedings of the meeting at Fauquier county, 
which had created the debate on the point of order 
and appeals from the decision of the chair. 

The motion having been agreed to, Mr. Benton 
moved that it be printed. -_ 

. ‘Mr. Clay asked the yeas and nays on the question; 
and it was decided:in the negative, as follows: 
YEAS—Messers. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, 
Linn, McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, ‘T'appan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young——22. 

NAYS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, 
Porter, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, 
Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge—23. 

The bill repealing the sub-treasury having been 
passed in the house with amendments, 

Mr. Clay moved that the bill and amendments be 
referred to the committee on finance, which motion 
was adopted, and, on motion of Mr; Tuppan, the 
amendments were ordered to be printed. 


Mr. Huntington asked the senate to indulge him 
in taking up the joint resolution relating to the 
light-boats now stationed at Sandy Hook and Bart- 
lett’s Reef, as it would occupy but amoment. The 
motion having been agreed to, Mr. H. explained 
the object of the resolution, which waa a mere 
change of location of the boats on the recommenda- 
tion of experienced pilots and navigators. Mr. H. 
then offered an amendment to come in at the end 
of the resolution, which was adopted, and the reso- 
lution ordered to be engrossed. 


On motion of Mr. Smith, of Indiana, the senate 
proceeded to the consideration of the special order, 
being the bill to appropriate the proceeds of the 
public lands, and to grant pre-emption rights. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved to strike out in the 
4th line of the Ist section the words “in the year of 
our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-one,” 
and insert, ‘next ensuing the complete payment of 
the public debt that has been, or may be hereafter, 
contracted under any act of the United States,.’’ 

Mr. C. grounded this amendment, on the objec- 
tions which he entertained to any distribution of 
the proceeds of the public lands while the country 
was in debt and bills for additional taxation pend- 
ing before the legislature. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, said the amendment was 
fair and honest—it was made with a view to defeat 
the bill, and the question was simply bill or no bill, 
distribution or no distribution. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, said his proposition did 
not go to the defeat of the bill, but simply to make 
it take effect afterthe country was out of debt. 

Mr. Calhoun spoke for some time in favor of the 
amendment, in which he went irto the subject of 
the finances of the country, 

Mr. Clay repled at some length, touching also the 





be so construed as to convert the distributive shares 
assigned to the several states into a debt due them, 
or to prevent congress from repealing this act 
whenever it shall deem the public interest to re- 
quire it, except so far as it may relate to the said 
grants.” 

This was advocated by Messrs. Culhoun, Allen, 
and others, and opposed by Messrs. Smith, of Ind. 
Woodbridge and Phelps. lt was then rejected: yeas 
21, nays 25. 

Mr. McRoberts moved an amendment, to add in 
the second section, at the fourth line, after the 
word “Columbia,” the words “and the territory of 
Wisconsan, lowa and Florida.”’ 

This was advocated by Messrs. Sevier, Wright 
and Allen, and opposed by Messts. Huntington, 
Clay and Smith, of Indiana, on the ground that the 
governinent paid the civil expenses ot the territories, 
anc also made appropriations for their schools, pub- 
lic buildings, roads, &c. and also that, by the deeds 
of cession, the lands were granted to the states. 

Mr. Woodbridge also opposed it, and Mr. Bu- 
chanan said he should be induced to vote against it, 
in compliance with his instructions. 

The question was then taken on the amendment, 
and rejected: yeas 20, nays 26. 

And, after a session of near seven hours, the se- 
nate adjourned. 





duty, 


finances, and denying that the bill would be any 
violation of the compromise act. 

The debate was then further continned between 
Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, Rives, Clay, of Ala. Smith, 
of Ind. Woodbury, Wright, Linn, Buchanun and 
Woodbridge. 

When the question was taken on the amendment, 
and decided in the negative as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, ‘Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoherts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Con. 
Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, Wright—19. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Tallmadge, White, 
W oodbridge—27. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then moved to amend the 
bill by inserting in the 2d sectiun, line 10, after the 
word “states,” the words “and such sums as may 
be paid to any Indian tribe for the purchase of any 
portion of the public lands.” 

On this amendment the question was taken with- 
out debate, and decided in the negative as follows: 

‘YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRo- 
berts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce. Sevier, Smith, of 
Connecticut, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woedbury, 
Wright, Young—21. 





August 10. Mr. Sinith, of Indiana, presented a 
petition of eaptains and owners of steamboats and 


| NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
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Evans, Graham, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, 
Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentisa Preston, Rives, 
Smith, of Indiana, Tallmadge, White, W oodbridge—26. 

Mr. McRoberts moved to strike from the bill that 
clause whieh prevented the grant of pre-emption 
rights until after the surveys shall have been made. 
Mr. McR. thought that clanse manifestly unjust; 
surveys night be delayed improperly. 

The amendment was debated by Messrs. Smith, 
of Indiana, Linn, Young, Porter ane “Huntington, 
and on the question being taken on the amendment, 
it was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Porter, “Smith, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, ‘Tallmadge. Tappan, Walker, White, Wil- 
liams, .Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mions, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Woodbridge—24. 

Mr. Young then moved to strike out that clause 
which related to the exclusion of aliens. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, explained that the bill sim- 
ply required the alien to have filed his declaration 
of intention to become a citizen, as required by the 
naturalization laws, to give him all the rights under 
the bill. 

When the question was taken on the amendment, 
ard decided in the negative, as follows: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Pierce, Smith, of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tall- 
madge, T'appan, Walker, White, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young--22.. 

NA YS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of lnd. Southard, Woodbridge—25. 

Mr. Nicholson then moved to exclude the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the vacant and unappropriated 
Jands in the state of Tennessee, relinquished to that 
state on certain conditions. 

After some remarks from Messrs. Clay, White and 
Nicholson, the question was taken, and the amend- 
inent was decided in the negative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, 
of Connecticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Wood- 
bridge, Woodbury, Young—21. : 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White—27. as 

Mr. Graham then moved to amend the bill so as 
to place among the deductions from the nett pro- 
ceeds to be distributed ‘‘any sums apparently due 
to the United States as balances of debts growing 
out of the transactions of the revolutionary war.”’ 

This proposition was debated -at some length by 
Messrs. Graham, Calhoun, Clay, Tappan, Tall- 
madge and others, and, the question being taken, it 
was determined in the affirmative, as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, Evans, 
Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Mil- 
ler, Morehead, Phelps, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
Simmons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Wood bridge-~27. 

NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Barrow, Benton, Calhoun, 
Clay, of Alabama, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pieree, Sevier, Smith, of Connec- 
ticut, Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Wood- 
bury—19. 

Mr. Young then moved to add to the bill addi- 
tional sections, embracing the graduation principle, 
and the right of the states to tax the public lands 
when sold, instead of allowing them to be exempt 
for five years, ag they are under the present com- 

act. 

This was debated at some length by Messrs. 
White, Young, Benton and others. A motion was 
then made to adjourn, but failed: ayes 18, nays 19. 

The debate was further continued, and then the 
senate adjourned without taking any question, 

August 11. Mr, Smith, of Indiana, offered a re- 
solution instructing the committee on post offices 
and post roads to inquire into the expediency of 
providing by law, at the present session, to enable 
the post office department to liquidate the dues from 
it. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, offered a resolution inquir- 
ing of the secretary of the treasury why he has not 
laid before the senate the information, in compliance 
with a resolution passed Jast session, calling for the 
issues of serip, connected with military land war- 
ranfs. 

Both resolutions tie over one day. 





The president laid before the senate a communi- 
cation froin the secretary of the treasury, in comph- 


ance with a resolution of the senate, giving a list of 
all articles imported duty free, or bearing a less duty 
than twenty per cent. ad valorem, with the amount 
of duties paid on, and value of, those articles in 
1837, °38 and 739: which was laid on the fable and 
ordered to be printed. _ 7 

Mr. Calhoun offered resolutions. of a highly re- 
spectable meeting of Isle of Wight county, Virginia, 
condemning in strong terms a national bank, distri- 
bution, &c. and maintained the right of “repeal” of. 
the bank. He moved the printing of the resolutions, 
which was negatived, yeas, 19, nays 20, 


The papers. were, after some remarks by Messrs. | 


Calhoun, Benton, Clay, of Ky. Arcker and Clay, of 
Alabama, laid on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Ky. the senate took 
up the bill for the repeal of the sub-treasury. The 
question being on concurring in the amendments of 
the house of representatives. . 

After some remarks by Messrs. Clay, of Ky. and 
Calhoun, Mr. Calhoun moved to postpone the sub- 
ject to Saturday next. | 

The postponement was advocated by Messrs. Cal- 
houn and Benton, and opposed by Messrs. Clay, of 
Ky. Preston and Rives, after which the question 
on postponement was taken, and lost, by the follow- 
ing vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Calhoun, Clay, of 
Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, McRoberts, 
Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Sevier, Smith, of Conn. 
Sturgeon, Tappan, Walker, Williams, Woodbury, 
Wright, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Buchanan, Choate; Clay, of Kentucky, Clay- 
ton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, Henderson. Huntington, 
Kerr, Merrick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Pres- 
ton, Rives, Simmons, Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Tall- 
madge, White, Wood bridge—28. 

The question then recurred on the first amend- 
ment of the house, which repeals the act of 1836, 
‘*to regulate the deposites of the public money,” 
except the 13th and 14th sections. 

The amendment was adopted by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Barrow, Bates, Bayard, Berrien, 
Choate, Clay, of Ky. Clayton, Dixon, Evans, Graham, 
Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Merrick, Miller, More- 
head, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Simmons, Smith, of 
sym Southard, Tallmadge, White, Woodbridge 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Archer, Benton, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala. Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, Tappan, Williams, Wood- 
Pye Wright, Young—23. 

he question was then on the second amendment, 
which repeals so much of the act of 14th April, 
1836, making appropriations for the payment of re- 
volutionary and other pensioners, as provides that, 
after the 83d March, 1837, no note of less denomina- 
tion than twenty dollars shall be offered in pay- 
ient by the United States or the post office depart- 
ment. 

This amendment was adopted by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Messrs. Archer, Barrow, Bates, Bayard, 
Berrien, Choate, Clay, of Kentucky, Clayton, Dixon, 
Evans, Graham, Henderson, Huntington, Kerr, Mer- 
rick, Miller, Morehead, Porter, Prentiss, Preston, Sim- 
mons, Smith, of Ind. Southard, Tallmadge, White, 
Woodbridge—26. 

NA YS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Cal- 
houn, Clay, of Alabama, Cuthbert, Fulton, King, Linn, 
McRoberts, Mouton, Nicholson, Pierce, Rives, Sevier, 
Smith, of Conn. Sturgeon, 'Tapan, Walker, Williams, 
Woodbury, Wright, Young—23. 

The title of the bill having been altered so as to 
be for the repeal of the sub-treasury law, and for 
other purposes, the amendments were completed. 

On motion of Mr, Linn, the bill ‘to appropriate 
the proceeds of the public lands and grant pre-emp- 
tion rights,” was taken up; the question pending 
being on the amendment of Mr. Young, offered last 
evening, embracing the graduation principle, and 
repealing the law exempting for five years the pub- 
lic land, when sold, from taxation. 

After further debate by Messrs. Smith, of Ind. 
Mc Roberts and Benton, the first division of the 
ainendment was rejected: yeas 16, nays 27. 

The latter part of the anendment, after remarks 
by Messrs. Smith, of Ind. McRoberts, and White, 
was rejected: yeas 18, nays 22. 

Mr. Linn moved the amendment, of which he had 
given notice, and which was printed, to strike out 
the first nine sections of the bill, which compose 
the distribution feature, and to insert a provision 
that the nett proceeds of the public lands hereafter 
not required for the expenses and debts of govern- 
ment, shall be applied to the common defence of the 
union, on land and on water, “until the U.. States 
are placed in that state of strength and security 
which is due to the honor and independence of the 
country, and the protection of the rights and in- 


solutions to prove this. 





— 
to the ordinary aunual appropriation for such op 
jects. : ) ' 
He took for granted the constitutionality of this 
manner of disposition of the proceeds of the pubjic 
lands, and entered at some length into the nume. 
rous and pressing reasons for its expediency. : 
“* Messrs. Evans, (in explanation), Smith; of Inq 
and King, made some further remarks, in the cours, 
of which, it was intimated that the question of en. 
grossment of the bill ‘would be taken to-morrow, 
The senate then went into executive session, 


ae 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 

Thursday, Aug. 5. Mr. Sergeant moved that the 
house resolve itself into committee of the whole 
on the state of the union; but yielded the floor to 
Mr. Adams who said he rose to a question of privi- 
lege. A message had beenreceived yesterday from 
the president of the United States, enclosing q 
communication fram the French minister to the se. 
cretary of the treasury, remonstrating against a bill 
pending before congress... The comiounication had 

en referred and ordered to be printed yesterday 
without being read, and he had not, therefore, been 
aware of its import until this morning.. It was a 
matter of great importance, and, had he been aware 
yesterday what its character was, he should not have 

et it pass without expressing his views in regard to 
it. He proposed now to offer a resolution in some- 
thing like the following terms: 

Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to inform this house by what authority 
the minister from France addressed a communication to 
the secretary of the treasury remonstrating against the 
passage of a bill now pending before congress. 

it was well known (Mr. A. remarked) to every 
body that understood the relations between civiliz- 
ed governments and nations that the organ of com- 
munication with the French minister was not the 
secretary of the treasury, but the secretary of state. 
The secretary of state was the proper person to 
whom all communications from foreign ministers 
must beinade. The impropriety of the proceeding 
was apparent to every one, as was the danger of the 
precedent, if the house should suffer itself to be in- 
fluenced in such a manner. 

Mr. Ingersoll suggested, with great respect to Mr 
Adams, to let the matter lie over fur a day or two. 
Mr. I. was understood to say that there were only 
a few hours yet remaining for the consideration of 
the bank bill, and to submit. whether it would not 
: better to devote that time to it without interrup- 

ion. 

Mr. Adams briefly pointed out the consequences 
which must result if such a course of proceeding was 
allowed, but disclaimed imputing any blame to the 
executive authorities. 

A long, desultory, and irregular debate follow- 
ed, amidst: much confusion, in which many mem- 
bers took part, amoug whom were Messts. Adams, 
Ingersoll, Pickens, Turney, Botts, Underwood ani 
Fillmore. It ended in laying the whole subject 
on the table, on motion of Mr. Botis. Yeas 99, 
nays 77. 


On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. John C. Clark, of New York, in the 
chair), on the bill to incorporate the subscribers to 
a fiscal bank of the United States. 

The question being on the motion of Mr. MeClel- 
lun to strike out the enacting clause of the bill. 
Mr. Pope was entitled to the floor, and addressed 
the committee during the hour in favor of the bill, 
but had not quite concluded when the hour had 
elapsed, 

The speaker resumed the chair informally for the 
purpose of receiving a message from the senate 
through A. Dickins, esq. their secretary, informing 
the house that the senate had passed a bill to revive 
aud continue in ferce for ten years an act entitled 
‘‘an act to incorporate the Mechanics’ Relief socie- 
ty of Alexandria.” 

Also, the act ‘‘making appropriations for vari- 
ous fortifications, for ordnanee, and for preventing 
and suppressing Indian hostilities,” with amend- 
ments. 

Also, an act to *“trevive and extend the charters 
of certain banks in the District of Columbia.” 
To all which said bills the senate asked the concur- 
rence of this house. The chairman then resuined 
his seat. 

Mr. Bidlack followed agaiast the bill. 

Mr. Marshall, of Kentucky, next addressed the 
committee. 

Mr. Wise, after endorsing in the fullest manner 
the positions taken by Mr. M. went on to show that, 
in relation to the constitutional question of the 
power to create a bank, he stood now where he had 
in 1837, and he quoted his former speeches and re- 
He had always held that 





terests of its citizens;” and this to be in addition | 


congress had power to create a national bank, but 
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that it ought not to exercise it till there wasade-}| Mr. Roosevelt occupied the hour from 10 to 11, hard, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, 
isive expression of public sentimentin favor of | with an attack on the bill, and the whig party ge- Plumer, Reding, Rhett, Rigee, Rogers, Roosevelt, 
: ch aa institution. ~~ ‘nerally. Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Shields, Snyder, Steenrod, 
seo i Some contention then took place for the posses- | Sweeney, Turney, Van Buren, Ward, Watterson, 


Mr, McClellan now with-irew his motion to strike | 


out the enacting clause of the bill. 
” ‘Mr. Wise objected, inserting that when Mr. 


McC. rose to withdraw it, Mr. W. was still upon 
the floor. : ey 

Mr. Dean next obtained the floor, and renewed 
the motion tostrike out. He then went info a con- 
stitutional argment against the bill, and conclud- 
ed by a very vehement denunciation of the course 
of the whig party in introducing and pressing the 

ill. 
Pr. Thompson, of Indiana, made an argumenta- 
tive speechy deriving the power from the constitu-. 
tion itself, and illustrating this view by tracing 
down the history of the executive decisions in its 
favor from gen. Washingtonto Mr, Van Buren, and 
even he had not committed himself against the con- 
stitutionality of the bank. He next insisted that the 

eople had decided the question, and afterwards dis- 
cussed the expediency of the bank from the existing 
condition of the country, and particularly the great 
west. He comforted himself against all threats of 
repeal by confidence in the people and in the judi- 
ciary. 

r. Adams followed, and detailed a number of 
amendments, which, at the proper time, he intend- 
ed to offer: the last of them being a proposal to 
strike from the bill what has been called the com- 
promise clause, in the sixteenth section of the bill; 
which he opposed as unconstitutional, inasmuch as 
it proposed that congress should abdicate a power 
clearly conferred upon it by the people, and con- 
ferring oa state legislatures a power the people had 
never conferred upon them, viz: to assent or dissent 
to a law of congress. The amendment, in this re- 
spect, involved an unconstitutional assumption of 
power. It contained the whole poison of nullifica- 
tion, and took the government back to the princi- 
ples of the old confederation. Mr. A. very briefly 
disposed of the constitutional power of congress to 
create a national bank, and then went into a review 
of the former acts of congress on the subject, and 
dwelt on the beneficial effects which had resulted 
from if, and the lesson taught by the evils which had 
ensued when the bank charter expired, and was re- 
fused to be renewed. 

Mr. Jones, of Md. succeeded, and went into a 
very lucid and conclusive speech on the constitu- 
tional question; after which, he made some remarks 
on the doctrine of state assent, involved in the com- 
promise clause, to which he seemed rather to incline 
on grounds of expediency. 

After some pretty severe strictures on the sub- 
treasury, he cancluded by setting at defiance all at- 
tempts at repeal, as certain to rouse the same public 
indignation which had hurled the late administra- 
tion from power. : 

Mr. Ingersoll followed in and ingenious speech 
against the bill. 

Mr. Barnard next addressed the committee in a 
discussion, first, of the general principles of banking, 
its evils, and the appropriate remedies; and then the 
application of these principles to the bill. 

Mr. Hunter went into a speech in which he treat- 
ed the subject of banks in general on principles of 
political economy; their effects on the distribution 
of ay? ath of production between capital and la- 
bor. Hespcke then on the compromise clause, which 
he opposed with great earnestness. 

Mr. Pickens obtained the floor, but yielded it to 
Mr. Underwood, who opposed the bill; expressing 
his decided preference for a bill for an old fashioned 
bank; contending that, if that could now be obfained, 
it was better to wait. He proposed several amend- 
ments, which be explained. 

On bis resuming his seat, loud cries for the rising 
of the committee were uttered, mingled with cries 
of “‘no—no.” 

Mr. Roosevelt obtained to floor. 

A division showed that no quorum was present; 
whereupon the committee rose and reported that 
fact to the house. 

A motion was made to adjourn. 

Mr. Lewis demanded the yeas and nays. 

Which being taken, disclosed the same fact, that 
ho quorum was in the hall. 

And then, at about half past 10 o’clock, the house 
adjourned. , 

Friday, Aug.6. By general consent several peti- 
lions were presented and appropriately referred. 

On motion of Mr. Sergeant, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union (Mr. John C. Clark, of New York, in the 
chair) on the bill to incorporate the subscribers to a 
fiscal bank of the United States. 

The pending question being on the (renewed) 
motion of Mr. Dean, to strike out the enacting 


sion of the floor during the last hour—the debate 
being ordered to cease at 12 precisely. 

Mr. King obtained the floor and spoke in defence 
of a national bank till ten minutes beiore 12 o’clock. 
The remaining ten minutes were occupied by Mr. 
Cost Johnson in an emphatic speech. 


The hour of 12 having arrived, the committee, in 

ursnance of the order of the house of Wednesday 
lala proceeded, without further debate, to vote on 
all amendments “‘pending or that might be offered;”’ 
and amendments being offered by Messrs. Roose- 
velt, Atherton and Adms, to the first section—by 
Messrs. Rovusvelt, Gamble, Floyd and Oliver, to 
the second section—by Mr. Ingersoil, to the third— 
by Messrs. Underwood, McKay and Roosevelt, to 
the sixth—by Messrs. Ingersoll and Oliver, to the 
seventh—by Messrs. {rwin, Underwood, Cave 
Johnson and Wood, to the eighth—by Mr, Ather- 
ton, to the ninth—by Mr. Underwood, to the tenth— 
by Messers. Ingersoll, Roosevelt, J. C. Edwards, 
J. P. Kennedy, McKay, Underwood, Cave Joln- 
son, John Campbell, Adams, Poffit, Saunders, Ir- 
win and Atherton, to the eleventh section—by Mr. 
Ingersoll, to the fourteenth and sixteenth sections— 
by Messrs. Snyder and Bowne, to the twenty-fourth 
section—aLL of which amendments were rejected 
without a division. 


The committee on motion of Mr. Sergeant, rose 
and reported the bill to the house precisely in the 
form in which it came from the senate. 

And the question being on ordering the bill to a 
third reading, Mr. Arnold (doing, he said, what he 
never had done before in his life) moved the previ- 
ous question. And there was a second. 

Mr. Clifford asked the yeas and nays on ordering 
the main question, but withdrew the motion. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 
taken. 

Mr. Ward asked the yeas and nays on the main 
question, (being on ordering the bill toa third-read- 
ing), which were ordered, and, being taken, result- 
ed as follows: yeas 129, nays 97. 

So the bill was ordered to have its third reading 


at this lime. 
And the bill having been read by its title, (the 

reading at large having, by unanimous consent, been 

dispensed with), and the question being on the final 

passage thereoi— Mr. Filimore moved the previous 

question. And there was a second. 

And the main question was ordered to be now 


taken. 
Mr. Snyder asked the yeas and nays; which were 
ordered. 
And the main question, ‘shall this bill pass?” 
was then taken, and decided in the affirmative, as 
follows: 
YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Allen, L. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigg, Babcock, Baker, 
Barnard, Barton, Birdseye, Black, Blair, Boardman, 
Borden, Botts, Briggs. Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, 
J. Brown, Burnell, William Butler, Calhoun, Wm. B. 
Campbell, 'T’. J. Campbell, Caruthers, Childs, John C. 
Clark, Staley N. Clarke, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, 
Cushing, Garrett Davis, Willian C. Dawson, Deber- 
ry, John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, A. 
L. Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Goggin, P. G. 
Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, Hall, Hal- 
sted, William S. Hastings, Henry. Howard, Hudson, 
Hunt, James Irvine, James, William Cost Johnson, 
I. D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, King, Lane, Lawrence, 
Linn, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Maxwell, 
Maynard, Merriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, Mor- 
row, Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pearce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benjamin Randall, A. 
Randall, Randolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rod- 
ney, Russell, Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simon- 
ton, Smith, Sprigg, Stanly, Stokeley, Siration, Stuart, 
Summers, Taliaterro, J. B. Thompson, R. W. Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, Toland, Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Van Rensselaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, E. D. White, J. L. White, Thomas W. 
Williams, Lewis Williams, C. H. Williams, J. L. 
Williams, Winthrop, Yorke, Agustus Young, John 
Young--128. ; 
NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Arrington, Atherton, 
Banks, Beeeson, Bidlack, Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. 
Brown, Charles Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, 
William O. Buller, Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. 
Caldwell, J. Campbell, Cary, Chapman, Clifford, Clin- 
ton, Coles, Cravens, Daniel, R. D. Davis, Dean, Di- 
mock, Doan, Doig, J. C. Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, 
John G. Floyd, Charles A. Floyd, Fornance, ‘Thomas 
F. Foster, Gilmer, W. O. Goode, Gordon, Gustine, 
Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Fopkius, 
Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, William 
W. Irwin, Jack, Cave Johnson, J. W. Jones, Keim, 
Andrew Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Loweil, Abra- 
ham McClellan, R: McClellan, McKay, McKeon, 
Mallory, Marchand, A. Marshail, T. F. Marshall, J. 





Clause of the biil. 


Weller, Westbrook, J. W. Willams, Wise, Wood— 


So the bill was passed. 

_ When the speaker announced the fact, the galle- 

ries resounded with plaudits, clapping of hands, 

bravos, &e. 

Mr. Hopkins moved that the galleries be cleared. 

But order having been almost immediately restored, 

no proceedings were taken. 

Mr. Stanly moved the previous question on the 

title of the bill. ‘There was a second. 

The main question was ordered, and, being taken, 

the house determined that the title of the bill should 

be ‘a bill to incorporate the subscribers to a fiscal 

bank of the United States.” 

Mr. Boardman moved a reconsideration of the 

vote by which the bill had been passed, and de- 

80 ya the previous question. There was a se- 

cond. 

And the main question (being on the reconside- 

ration) was ordered, and, being taken, was decided 

in the negative. So the house determined not to re- 
consider the vote. 

And, on motion of Mr. Briggs, the house adjourn- 
ed. 

Saturday, Aug: 7. On leave given, Mr. Briggs, 
from the committee on the post office and post 
roads, reported a bill making appropriations for the 
auditor’s office of the post office department. 

The bill was read twice by its title; and, on mo- 
tion of Mr. B. was referred to the committee of the 
whole on the state of the union; and the letter from 
the auditor’s department, accompanying the bill, 
was ordered to be printed. 

By general consent, several memorials were pre- 
sented, and appropriately referred. 

By general consent, Mr. Morrow, from the com- 
mittee on public lands, reported a bill allowing 
farther time to complete the issuing of warrants for 
military land bounties to the non-commissioned of- 
ficers and soldiers of the late war with Great Bri- 
tain, and making provision for satisfying the same. 
On motion of Mr. M. the bill, having been read 
twice by its title, was referred to the committee of 
the whole and ordered to be printed. 


The speaker laid before the house certain parcels 
of testimony in the case of the contested election 
from the state of Virginia; which, on motion of Mr, 
Wise, were referred to the committee on elections. 

The speaker also laid before the house a message 
from the president of the United States, transmit- 
ting a report from the several executive depart- 
ments, in compliance with aresolution of this house 
of the 16th July, requesting ‘‘a list of the officers of 
the governinent, who derive their appointment from 
the nomination of the president and the concurrence 
of the senate, who have been removed from office 
since the 4th of March last; denoting in snch list 
their names and grades and dates of their retnovals, 
and the persons appointed in their places. Also, a 
like list of the names of those whose terms of ser- 
vice being limited to four years were not renomi- 
nated to the senate, and alike list of the names of 
these nominated in their places. Also, the names 
of all officers removed, under similar circumstances, 
from the 4th of Mareh, 1839, to 4th March, 1841.’ 

On motion of Mr. Briggs, the message and ac- 
companying documents were Jaid on the table, and 
ordered to be printed. © 


The speaker also laid before the house the follow- 

ing communication from the postmaster general: 
Post office department, August 6, 1841. 

Str: In obedience to the resolution of the house 
of representatives of the 3d instant, J have the honor 
to. state that the southern mail usually arrives at 
Washington by 5 P.M. and at Baltimore by 8 in 
the evening, where it remains until taken on by the 
great mail line from Washington, which passes 
through that city between 8 and 9 in the morning. 
Between Baltimore and Philadelphia the mail is 
carried on the rail road twice a day from April to 
December, and daily the residue of the year, leay- 
ing and arriving in each city at stipulated hours.— 
The latest departure from Baltimore which it has 
been in the power of the department to obtain, is 4 
in the afternoon. 

The contract for this service made in March, 
1840, was based upon the schedule as now run.— 
That contract expired upon the Ist day of April 
last, and the rail road company, at that time, refus- 
ed to renew it, unless the department would dis- 
pense with that part of the service which forced 
them to run the night mail train that leaves Phila- 
delphia atl A. M. and which, according to the 
terms of the contract, had been discontinued since 
the 10th of December last. To this proposition, 








Thumpson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Muller, New- 


the department could not assent, and, alter a stre- 
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nuous resistance on the part of the company, and, 
as they allege, to their great injury, the summer 


service of last season was resumed. 


Whilst these negotiations were pending, and since 
the commencement of the. company’s service as 
now rendered, the department has in vain endea- 
vored to conclude, an arrangement by which the 
southern mail would be forwarded immediately: af- 
ter its arrival at Baltimore, and for this purpose 
proposed to the company, who are as well the pro- 
prietors of the steamboat as the rail road lines be- 
tween the cities of Baltimore and Philadelphia, to 
change the hour of their boat departure from:3 to 8 
P. M..and offering to pay the additional expense of 
taking the mails to and from the boats. This offer 
was ceclined, unless the department would consent 
to pay one thousand dollars per month for this in- 


creased facility. 


The act of January 25, 1839, limits. the highest 
compensation of rail road companies to three ‘hun- 
dred dollars a mile, the price now paid upon that 
route, and a compliance with this demand, under the 
circumstances, would, in my opinion, bea palpable 
evasion of that law, as objectionable, in all respects, 
But had no legal objection 
existed, the additional pay demanded weuld have 
increased the coimpensation upon this route to the 
rate of more than + ee hundred dollars per mile, be- 
ing a higher price than is paid for similar service 
upon any route in the nation, and which the funds 
of the department, in their present condition, would 


as ils direct violation. 


not justify. 


The hope, however, is not abandoned, that the 
present contract company may revise their deci- 
sion, or that another channel of communication 
inay be obtained, which will secure the desired ser- 


vice. 


This department possesses no power to coerce 
these companies to perform mail service ia such 
manner as the public interests may require, and I 
can only repeat the suggestions contained in the 

f I had the honor to submit-at the com- 
mencement of the present session, that the relations 
between these companies and the department are 
I have the 


report whic 


well worthy the attention of congress. 
honor to be, sir, your obedient servant, 
F. GRANGER. 

To the hon. John White, speaker house reps. 


The communication was laid on the table, and 


ordered to be printed. 


On motion of Mr. Sergeant the house resolved it- 
self into committee of the whole on the state of the 
union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Island, in the 


chair). 


Mr, Sergeant moved that the committee take up 
senate bill No. 1, to establish a uniform system of 
bankruptcy throughout the United States, as report- 
ed with amendments to the house from the select’ 
committee on the currency, which was negatived, 


ayes 82, noes 89. 


Mr. Williams, of Maryland, asked the commit- 
tce, by general consent, to take up the senate bill 


in relatioen to the census. 

The motion being agreed to, the bill was taken 
up and read. ' 

Mr. Kennedy, of Maryland, suggested that as his 
colleague, (Mr. Randall), who had some important 
amendments to offer to this bill, was not at the mo- 
ment in his seat, the bill, by general consent, should 
be laid aside for the present. 

After some conversation, the suggestion was ac- 
ceded to, and the bill, by general consent, was laid 
aside. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin, then moved that the commit- 
tee proceed to the consideration of the senate bill 
to provide for a uniform system of bankruptcy 
throughout the United States, 

Tellers (Messrs. Boardman and Medill) were 
appointed, 

And tbe question being taken, by ayes 87, noes 
68, the motion was agreed to. 

The bill (which contains 17 sections) was then 
read through. 

Whereupon Mr. Briggs suggested that it be laid 
aside for the present, by general consent, in order 
that the committee might proceed to dispose of the 
bill in relation to the repeal of the sub-treasury. 

Atter some conversation, the question was taken, 
tellers (Messrs. Boardman and Pickens) acting, on 
the motion that the bill be laid aside, and the yote 
stood, ayes 104, noes 11. But no quorum voted. 

Mr. King moved that the committee rise, which 
motion having been agreed to, the committee rose, 
and the chairman reported that the committee had 
had under consideration the state of the union ge- 
nerally, and especially the bill to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy, and made some progress, 
but come to no conclusion thereon. 

Mr. Sergeant then rose, and moved that the com- 
mittee of the whole on the state of the union be 
discharged from the consideration of the senate bill 





house,’ — 


down. P48 | 
Mr. King moved the previous question. 


nays, and were yeas 105, nays 101. 
should be now taken, a i 


on;- which were ordered: © 7 


amended by the select committee o 
then taken. | 


why he did not vote. . 
he speaker. Itis not in order. 
And the vote was then announced, as follows: 


nold, Aycrigg, Baker, 


Bronson, Milton Brown, Calhoun, W. B. Campbe 
Caruthers, Childs, Chittenden, J. C. Clark, S. N. 
Clark, Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, G. Davis, De 
John Edwards, Everett, Fessenden, Fillmore, 
Lawrence Foster, Gamble, Giddings, Goggin, P. G 
Goode, Green, Greig, Hall, Halsted, W..S. Hastin 
Henry, Howard, Hudson, Hunt, James Irwin, W. W. 
Irwin, James, J. P. Kennedy, King, Lane, L 
Linn, S. Mason, Mathiot, Matiork Maxwell, May- 
nard, Moore, Morgan, Morris, orrow, Osborne, 
Owsley, Pendleton, Powell, Ramsey, B. Randall, 
Randolph, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, Saltonstall, 
Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Smith, Sollers, Stuke- 
ly, Stratton, Stuart, Summers, Taliaferro, J: B. 
Thompson, R. W. Thompson, Tillinghast, Toland, 
Tomlinson, Triplett, Trumbull, Underwood, Van 
Rensselaer, Wallace, J. L. White, T. W. Williams, L. 
Williams, Winthrop, Wise, Yorke, A. Young, John 
Young—103. 

NAYS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 
son, Bidlack, Borden, Bowne, Boyd, C. Brown, Burke, 
Burnell, Sampson ‘H: Butler, William Butler, W. O. 
Buuer, G. W. Caldwell, P. ©. Caldwell, Cary; Chap- 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, R. D. Da- 
vis, W. C. Dawson, Dean, Dimock, Doan, Doig, J. C. 
Edwards, Egbert, Ferris, J.G. Floyd, Chas. A. Floyd, 
Fornance, Thomas I". Foster, Gentry, Gilmer, William 
QO. Goode, Gordon, Graham, Gustine, Habersham, 
Harris, J. Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, Houck, 
Houston, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, William Cost John- 
son, Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew 
Kennedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, A. McClellan, R. 
McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Marshall, T. 
F. Marshall, Mathews, Medill, Meriweather, New- 
hard, Nisbet, Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge. Pickens, 
Proffit, Rayner, Reding, Rencher, Rhett, Riggs, Ro- 
gers, Roosevelt, Sanford, Saunders, Shaw, Slade, Sny- 
der, Sprigg, Steenrod, Sweeny, Turney, Van Buren, 
Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, E. D. White, 
J. W. Williams, C. H. Willlamis, Wood—102. 

So the committee of the whole on the state of 
the union was discharged from the further consi- 
deration of the said bill. 

Some further discussion followed, on points of 
order, in which Messrs. Hopkins, Briggs, Gilmer, 
Adams and the speaker participated; but no pro- 
ceedings were had thereon. 

And the senate bill No. 1, to repeal the act com- 
monly known as the sub-treasury law, with the 
amendments proposed to the said bill by the select 
committee appointed by this house, on the curren- 
cy, being now under consideration, Mr. Pearce, of 
Maryland, having obtained the floor, went into a 
speech in detail, in reply to that made by his ‘col- 
league, (Mr. Mason), which he quoted as he pro- 
ceeded. The body of the speech was of a local 
character, referring to the history of the late presi- 
dential canvass in Maryland, 

Mr. J. T. Mason replied with some warmth, re- 
affirming and defending the positions he had taken 
in his previous speech. 

Several explanations took place between Mr. M. 
and Mr. Sollers, who controverted some of his po- 
sitions. 

Mr. Gordon, of N. Y. next addressed the house, 
in opposition to the bill. 

Mr. Shields took the floor on the same side, and 
spoke during the hour in opposition, generally, to 
this bill, and especially to the bill which passed 
the house yesterday for the establishment of a fis- 
cal bank of the United States. 

A message was received from the senate, infurm- 
ing the house that that body had passed the navy 
pension bill, with an amendment, and asking the 


awrence, 





No. 1, being a bill in relation to the ‘repeal of the 
sub-treasury, in order to its being taken up in the 


The question on ordering the main question was 
then taken on demand of Mr.’ Proffit, by yeas and 


o the house determined that the main question 


Mr. Cave Johnson asked the yeas and nays there- to the committee on naval affairs. 


Betore the vote was announced, Mr. Adams rose 
and’ said that he was not within the bar when bis 
name was called, but he wished to give his reasons 


YEAS—Messrs. Alford, Allen, S.J. Andrews, Ar- 


“Ayer Barnard, Barton, . Birdseye, 
Black, Blair, Boardman, Botts, Briggs, Brock way, 


berry, | 


“Mr. Pickens obtained the floor, but yielded it fo, 
the moment, when | seasil al 
“Mr. Fillmore moved that the bills lying on the 


A scene of disorder then ensued in the House,|speaker’s table be taken up ov their fitst and ge. 
various points of order being raised, followed by | cond reading, and referred'to their appropriate com. 
appeals and notions to adjourn, which were voted 


mittees; which motion having been agreed to—the 
bill making appropriations for various fortifications 
for ordnance and for pteventing and sup réssing 
Indian hostilities, which had ‘been agnt Hot the 
senate with certain ameridments, was taken up and 
'| referred to the committee of ways ahd means. 
"The bill to provide for the re of navy pen- 
| Sions, above referred to, was taken up and referred 


‘| “On motion of Mr. Underwood, the bill to revive 


And the main question, being om the tnotion of| and extend the charters of the banks in the District 
Mr." Sergeant to. discharge. the committee of’ the | of Coltimbia was taken-up, read twice by its title 
whole on ‘the state of the union from the further|and referred to the committee for the District of 
consideration of the said bill, as proposed to be} Columbia. | | . 

fine house, was } 


Mr. Adams, on leave, presented a 
| Humerous stonecutters and others, formerly em. 
ployed on the public buildings, and discharged in 
consequence of a suspension of the works, asking 
relief; which was referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 

r. Underwood, from the committee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, to whom had been referred the 
subject of lighting the hall with gas, made a report 
thereon, accompanied by a resolution; both of 
which were, on his motion, ordered to lie on the 
table and be printed. | 

And then the house adjourned. 


Monday, Aug.9. Mr. John W. Jones presented 


tition from 


.| acopy of resolutions passed by a meeting of the 


citizens at Fauquier Court House, Virginia, against 
the extra session, distribution of the proceeds of sales 
of the public lands, a national bank, &c. &c. and in- 
sisting on a repeal of the charter, if the present bill 
should become a law. Mr. Jones expressed his as- 
sent to the doctrine of the resolutions, and his con- 
viction that they embodied the sentiment of his 
party not only in that county, but throughout the 
oy He moved to lay on the table and be print- 
ed. 

Mr. Powell said, as the representative of the dis- 
trict which included Fauquier county, he felt bim- 
self catled upon to correct any false impressions 
that might be made as to the character of the meet- 
ing. As to the respectability of the persons as- 
sembled, he agreed with his colleague, but the 
number assembled was only lhirty-tkree, and of 
these, three highly distinguished members of the 
party, (one of them, the state senator from that. dis- 
trict), had strongly expressed their disapprobation 
of the proceedings, and voted against them. He 
could answer for his district, and for the common- 
wealth of Virginia, that the doctrine of repeal, 
so hostile to their ancient principles of public faith 
and a regard to contracts and to the fundamental 
principles of society, would ever be repudiated by 
them. 

Mr. Morgan asked for a division of the question. 
The motion to lay on the table was passed with- 
out a division. 

Mr. Cushing moved to lay the motion to print on 
the table. The motion to lay the motion to print 
on the table was carried: yeas 107, nays 76. 

Ob leave given Messrs. Warren and Dawson pre- 
sented petitions in favor of the bankrupt law, which 
were referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

Mr. Adams presented a resolution instructing the 
clerk to prepare and publish a list of all petitions 
excluded this session by the special rule. 

On motion of Mr. Gilmer, it was laid on the ta- 
ble: yeas 124, nays 62. 

Mr. W. W. Irwin asked and obtained leave to 
introduce a bill to provide the means of payment 
for seven sites for marine hospitals in the western 
states, purchased in pursuance of the act of 3d 
March, 1837. 

On motion of Mr. I. the bill, having been read 
twice by its title, was referred to the committee of 
ways and means. 


Mr. Hopkins offered the following resolution; 
which was adopted: 

Resolved, That the postmaster general be required 
to inform this house, with as little delay as practicable, 
how much of the appropriation of $125,000 for the con- 
struction of the new post office building, made for the 
year 1841, remains unexpended. 

Mr. Underwood offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary of war be required to 
report to this house, at the next session of congress, 
the number of fortifications within the United States, 
showing, in tabular form, the amounts expended dur- 
ing rs year of the three last congresses in the con- 


struction or repairs of each; the amount expended from 
and afer the 4th of March last up to the Jatest period 
prior to the report which may be practicable; the 





concurrence of this house therein. 


amount estimated as necessary to complete the con- 
struction or repair of those yet unfinished, and the 
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yenditure on those finished; the number of guns 
ecg to be employed at each fortification when 
leted, the number of workmen annually employ- 


- month _ year; and vy wee of 
which will be required to man such fortifications 
mn Of peace, and also in time of war; and that he 
farther report the manner in which the contracts for 
upplies of materiale to construct such fortifications are 
oe have been made, and whether they are let to the low- 
Ld vcrpeni ~ in oar vt eer 

supplies furnished, and the cost o principal 
te per cubic foot, used in constructing -the fortifi- 


cation; and likewise the: cost or price of stone, brick or 


other principal materials used. 


Mr. Fillmore suggested to Mr. U, so to modify 


the resolution as to include ‘‘the expenses of those 


fortifications that have been completed.” 
Mr. Underwood accepted the modification. And 


the eesolution as modified, was adopted. 


Mr. :Geddings .offered. the following resolution 


| which was adopted: 


Resolved, That the president be requested to trans- 


 mit'to this house, as early in the next session as may 
be convenient, all sic 
 tofore communicated), respecting the origin of 


evidences in his possession, (not here- 
the Se- 
minole war, together with a list of all slaves captured 


during said war by the troops engaged in the service of 


the United Stafes in Florida; the amount paid for the 
capture of such slaves, (if any), and the manner in 


- which such slaves have been disposed of since their 


ture. 
ony general consent, the speaker laid before the 


 pouse certain depositions in the case of the con- 


tested election from Virginia; which were referred 
to the committee on elections. 

A number of resolutions were offered, which giv- 
ing rise to debate, were ordered to lie over under 
the rule, and willbe noticed in their progress. 

The committees were then called in their order 
for reports. 

Mr. Dawson, from the committee on military af- 
fairs, reported a bill making further provision for 
the suppression of Indian hostilities in Florida, 

The bill having been read twice by its title, Mr. 
Dawson, remarking that it contained no appropria- 
tion, and its object was merely to continue in force 
certain provisions of the act of 1836, which had 
expired, (being a bill authorising the president to 
call out additiunal volunteers), and therefore, did 
not require commitment, moved that the bill be put 
on its third reading’ 

After a moment’s conversation between Messrs. 
McKay and Dawson, the bill was referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
and was ordered to be printed. 

Mr. Underwood, from the cummittee for the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, reported, with an amendment, 
the senate bill in relation to the District banks.— 
Referred to the committee of the whole on the state 
of the union, 

Mr. Cushing, from the committee on foreign af- 
fairs, reported, with an amendment, the senate bill, 
(heretofore referred to that committee), entitled 
“an act to amend an act entitled an act to carry into 
effect the convention between the United States and 
the Mexican republic.” 

Mr. C. stated that the amendment proposed by 
the committee was to strike out the enacting clause 
of the bill. 

On the suggestion of Mr. Wise, the bill lies on 
the table. 


The unfinished business of Saturday was the bill 
from the senate repealing the act commonly known 
as the sub-treasury law, as the said bill had been 
proposed to be amended by the select committee 
appointed by this house on the subject of the cur- 
rency. 

Mr. Pickens rose in opposition to the bill, which. 
as well as its antagonist measure, a bank of the U. 
States, he considered as involving principles deeply 
affecting the distribution of wealth and the wages 
of Jabor, Mr. P. continued his remarks until the 
expiration of the hour. 

Mr. Hunt next obtained the floor, and went into 
aspeech in support of the bill, in which he took a 
retrospective view of the rise and progress of the 
sub-treasury bill, from 1837 down to the present 
time. 

Mr. Meriwether adverted to some of the remarks 
of the gentleman from New York, (Mr. Hunt), 
and the gentleman from South Carolina, (Mr. 
Pickens ), and also to those of the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania, (Mr. Ingersoll), made a few days 
since. After which he gave his views in favor of 
the bill. 

_ Mr. Steenrod then obtained the floor, and spoke 
In Opposition to the repeal. 

He was followed by Mr. Hastings, who read a 
Speech on the same side. 

_ Mr,. Giddings here called for the previous ques- 
ion, and there was a second. And the main ques- 


tion was ordered to be taken. 





And the main question, being on agreeing to the 
amendment of the select committee of this house, 
was decided in the affirmative. So the amendment 
was, agréed to. 

The bill as.amended was ordered to be engrossed 
for a. third reading, i A 

And having been ordered to a third reading now, 
the bill, by. the following vote, was passed. . 

YEAS—Messrs.. Adams, Allen, L.. W. Andrews, 
S. J. Andrews, Arnold, Aycrigy, Babcock, Baker, Baty 
nard, Barton, Birdseye, black, Blair, Boardman, Bor- 
den, Botts; Briggs, Brockway, Bronson, M. Brown, J. 
Brown, Burnell Wm. Biatler, Calhoun, J. Campbell, 
Wm. B. Campbell, Thomas J. Campbell, Caruthers, 
Childs, Chittendén, John C. Clark, Staley N. Clark, 
Cowen, Cranston, Cravens, Cushing, Garrett Davis, 
William-C. Dawson, Deberry, John Edwards, Everett, 
Fesseriden, Fillmore, A. Lawrence Foster, Thomas F’. 
Foster, Gamble, Gentry, Giddings, Gilmer, Guggin, 
Patrick G. Goode, Graham, Green, Greig, Habersham, 
Hall, Halsted, William 5S. Hastings, Henry, Howard, 
Hudson, Hunt, James Irvine, Wm. W. Irwin, James, 
Wm. C. Johnson, Isaac D. Jones, John P. Kennedy, 
King, Lane. Lawrence, Linn, Mallory, Thomas 
Marshall, Samson Mason, Mathiot, Mattocks, Max- 
well, Mayuati, Meriwether, Moore, Morgan, Morris, 
Morrow, Nisbet, Osborne, Owsley, Pierce, Pendleton, 
Pope, Powell, Proffit, Ramsey, Benj. Randall, Ran- 
dolph, Rayner, Rencher, Ridgway, Rodney, Russell, 
Saltonstall, Sergeant, Shepperd, Simonton, Slade, 
Smith, Stanly, Stokeley, Stratton, Stuart, Summers, 
Taliaferro, John B. Thompson, Richard W. ‘Thomp- 
son, Tillinghast, ‘Toland, ‘Tomlinson, Triplett, Trum- 
bull, Underwood, Van Renssalaer, Wallace, Warren, 
Washington, Edward D. White, J. L. ‘White, Thos. 
W...Willidms, Lewis Williams, Christopher H. Wil- 
liams, Joseph L. Williams, Winthorp, Yorke, Augus. 
Younp, John Young—134. 

NA YS—Messrs. Arrington, Atherton, Banks, Bee- 
son, Bidlack,Bowne, Boyd, Aaron V. Brown, Charles 
Brown, Burke, Sampson H. Butler, Wm. O. Butler, 
Green W. Caldwell, Patrick C. Caldwell, Cary, Chap: 
man, Clifford, Clinton, Coles, Cross, Daniel, Richard 
D. Davis, John B.. Dawson, Dean, Doan, Doig, John 
C. Edwards, Ebert, Ferris, John G. Floyd, Charles 
A. Floyd, Fornance, William O. Goode, Gordon, Gus- 
tine, Harris, John Hastings, Hays, Holmes, Hopkins, 
Houck, Houston, Hubbard, Hunter, Ingersoll, Jack, 
Cave Johnson, John W. Jones, Keim, Andrew Ken- 
nedy, Lewis, Littlefield, Lowell, Abraham McClellan, 
Robert McClellan, McKay, Marchand, Alfred Mar- 
shall, John Thomson Mason, Mathews, Medill, Miller, 
Oliver, Parmenter, Patridge, Payne, Pickens, Plumer, 
Reding, Riggs, Rogers, Roosevelt, Saunders, Shaw, 
Shields, Snyder, Sprigg, Steenrod, Turney, Van Bu- 
ren, Ward, Watterson, Weller, Westbrook, James W. 
Williams, Wood—87. 

Mr. Halsted thoved a reconsideration of the vote 
just taken. 

After some remarks from Mr. H. the motion was 
withdrawn. 

Mr. J. C. Clark renewed it, and demanded the 
previous question; which was seconded. 

The main question, (which was on the reconde- 
ration), was ordered to be taken; and, being taken, 
was decided in the negative. 

So the vote was not feconsidered. 
half past six, the house adjourned. 


Tuesday, Aug. 10. Mr. Wise rose and request- 
ed the house to permit him to record his vote in 
favor of the bill which passed this house yesterday, 
providing for the repeal of the bill commonly known 
as the sub-treasnry law. Objections being made, 
the vote was not recorded. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard, the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Island, in the 
chair). 

Mr. Barnard moved that the committee proceed 
to the consideration of the bankrupt law. 

Mr, Underwood moved that the committee take 
up the District bank bill. 

The chairman said that when the committee last 
rose, they were upon the consideration of the bank- 
rupt bill. A motion bad been made by a gentle- 
man from Massachusetts, (Mr. Briggs) to lay the 
bill aside; and that was the pending motion. 

Mr. Briggs withdrew the motion to lay the bill 
aside. 

The committee then resumed the consideration 
of the bill from the senate to establish a uniform 
system of bankruptcy throughout the United States. 

The bill, having heretofore been read through, 
was now taken up by sections. 

And the first section having been read, and the 
question being on agreeing thereto— 

Mr. Barnard (chairman of the committee on the 
judiciary) opened the debate in a speech in which 
he gave a concise sketch of the history of the pre- 
sent bill. 

Mr. Nisbet spoke in favor of the bill. 

Mr. Gordon of New York, followed in opposition 
to the bill. : 

Mr. Roosevelt supported the measure at length, 
and with great ability. 


And then, at 


Mr. Mason, of Obio, next obtained the floor, and 
went into a very learned and argumentative speech 
in reply, more particularly, to some of the positions 
previously taken by Mr. Gordon, between whom 
and himseli several explanations, replies and re- 
joinders passed. Mr. M. went largely into the con- 
stitutional question, as well as into the expediency 
and necessity of the law, both of which he defended 
with great earnestness. | Hi Se 
_Mr. Ferris took the opposite side, and spoke with 
his accustomed clearness and cogency in opposition 
to the bill. 
Mr. Saltonstall then obtained the floor, and, on 
his motion, the committee rose and reported pro- 
gress. | 

On, leave given, Mr. Stokely, of Ohio, presented 
the petition of Dr. Crawford, Robert Beves and 


} 113 others, citizens of Jefferson, county, Ohio, re- 


monstrating strongly against the repeal of the in- 
dependent treasury; establishment of a fiscal agent; 
distribution of the proceeds of the public lands, 
and against a protective tariff. 

And the house adjourned. 

Wednesday, Aug. 11. The speaker laid before 
the house a communication from the postmaster 
general, in relation to the amount of moneys ap- 
propriated at the last session of congress for the 
new post office building. 

The communication was laid on the table, and 
order to be printed. : 

Mr. Hopkins made a suggestion or inquiry in re- 
ference to this communication. 

The speaker also laid before the house certain de- 
positions in the case of the contested election from 
the state of Virginia; which were referred to the 
committee on elections. 

On leave given, Mr. Fillmore, from the commit- 
tee of ways and means, reported back to the house 
the bill making appropriations for various fortifica- 
tions, for ordnance, and for preventing and sup- 
pressing Indian hostilities, with amendments to the 
amendments of the senate. 

The bill and amendments, on motion of Mr. F. 
were referred to the committee of the whole on the 
state of the union. 

And, on motion of Mr. Howard, of Michigan, the 
amendments proposed by the committee of ways 
and ineans were ordered to be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Barnard; the house resolved 
itself into committee of the whole on the state of 
the union, (Mr. Tillinghast, of Rhode Island in the 
chair), on the bill from the senate to establish a 
uniform system of bankruptcy throughout the U. 
States. 

The pending question being the motion submit- 
ted by Mr. Gordon, of N. Y. to strike out the en- 
acting clause of the bill. 

Mr. Fessenden, (who was entitled to the floor), 
addressed the committee during the hour, urgently 
in favor of the passage of the bill. 

Mr. Linn addressed the committee in defence of 
the principle of certain amendments which he in- 
tended to propose at the proper time. 


Mr. Pendleton advocated the bill, and replied 
to various objections which had been made to it. 
He took the same ground with Mr. Fessenden, that 
though the bill wight not meet his views in all its 
details, he would nevertheless support it for the ge- 
neral amount of good which the country would de- 
rive froin it. 

Mr. Trumbull said he would not have spoken 
upon the subject, had he not been one of the com- 
mittee that reported the bill. He was opposed to 
the bill in its present condition. Many of his objec- 
tions had been anticipated by those who had pre- 
ceded him in opposition to the bill. 


The speaker took the chair for a few moments, 
and Mr. P. G. Goode, of Ohiv, from the committee 
on enrolled bills, reported to the house that that 
committee had examined the enrolled bill from the 
senate, No. 1, for the repeal of the sub-treasury, and 
had found it correct. The speaker then signed the 
bill, and it was sent tothe president of the U. States 
for his signature. 

The chairman again took his place, and the com- 
mittee resumed. 

Mr. Underwood followed in explanation of some 
amendments, which he intended to propose. If 
they were not adopted, he should vote against the 
bill. 

Mr. Payne, of Alabama, addressed the committee 
for five minutes, in a few brief remarks, in which 
he said thathe was not opposed to a bankrupt bill, 
if properly drawn; but he objected stiongly to the 
passage of this on the score of details. 


Mr. Moore, of Louisiana, spoke for a short time 
in favor of the bill; and having concluded, the chair- 
man gave the floor to Mr. Weller. Upon which, the - 
committee rose, and reported progress. 





And the house adjourned. 
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